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EDITORIALS OF THE MMONTH 





—e we are greatly perturbed by Dr. 
Theodore D. McCown’s recent unearthing 
of a new Palestinian Adam in the Cave of the Kids, 
just around the corner of “red” Haifa. To the 
best of our knowledge, Haifa already has plenty 
of worries without being saddled with controver- 
sies over a new forefather. Dr. McCown’s find 
becomes particularly embarrassing since his 100,- 
000 year old Man of Carmel happens to be a con- 
temporary of the pre-Teutonic Neanderthaler 
man. True, that our very own Palestinian is a 
much handsomer article than the West European 
specimen. The pre-Teutonic Neanderthaler, who 
resembled somewhat his heavy-jawed cousin, the 
Heidelberg Man, was a bandy-legged, beetle- 
browed, chinless, large-toothed personage. Ne- 
anderthaler’s consort, too, boasted scant beauty or 
brains, being a barrel-chested, big-jointed, broad- 
hipped, narrow-foreheaded lady with a skull of 
the notorious low flat type. On the other hand, 
our Man of Carmel was an attractive six-footer 
with a brain capacity ranging from 1588 to 1666 
cubic centimeters (greater than our own!) and his 
Eve had a very large beautiful toe. But accord- 
ing to Dr. McCown and his supporters at the 
Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences, some 
sixty thousand years ago our loose-footed ancestor 
sadly misbehaved. He suddenly took it into his 
head to leave Palestine and cross the Rhine. A 
difference of opinion on property rights at once 
arose between the “unrooted” Palestinian stran- 
ger and the native hard-working, stone-throwing 
Neanderthaler. No doubt that Neanderthaler, 
who most certainly was entitled to his rightful 
place in the cave, must have been wronged. 
However, as a result of this ancient clash of inter- 
ests, the Neanderthalers soon liquidated them- 
selves and the present European species (includ- 
ing the modern Nazi) are now all lineal descend- 
ants of our mighty man of Carmel. 

But his iniquities did not end with this frightful 
incident. The trail of the Carmelite apparently 
leads straight to the very beginning of American 
history. All respectable paleontologists acknow- 
ledge that Man (homo sapiens) for private rea- 
sons of his own just refused to evolve either in 
North or South America, but first appeared in our 
parts as an immigrant. And, who was he, this 
very first of immigrants, this prime American of 
pre-Mayflower stock? Whence his original na- 
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tional homeland? ‘The well informed agree that 
he was 4 Siberian fugitive who entered this hemi- 
sphere by way of Alaska. Does not this imply 
that the most ancient of our native sons must have 
been a sort of Red? Now everyone knows that 
Siberian Reds are Communists, and that all Com- 
munists are Jews. Ergo, the first American could 
have been none other than our ancestor, the Man 
of Carmel, who apparently not only invaded Eur- 
ope and mopped up the caves with Neanderthaler 
Man but also annexed (page the Wandering 
Jew!) all of Northeastern Asia. From Siberia, 
ostensibly, he stealthily crossed the Baring Strait 
and impudently peddled his way to the sand-dunes 
of our Middle West—and left in his wake what 
antiquarians now call the Nebraska Man. Then 
with pack on his back, our Palestinian ancestor, 
restless and ambitious, wandered to golden Cali- 
fornia; and lo, there appeared what is now known 
as the Silver Lake Man. Moreover, our peripat- 
etic progenitor doubtless also penetrated New 
Mexico, there to beget the now historic Folsom 
Man. For the ubiquitous Carmelite, being a true 
Jew, could not assuredly rest content with judaiz- 
ing merely two continents. He had to leave his 
characteristic impress on the virgin soil of Amer- 
ica too. 

All these speculations leave us aghast. For if 
Dr. McCown’s Man of Carmel really be linked 
with America, aren’t terrific dangers in store for 
us? We don’t want to be alarmists. But will 
Jews ever be forgiven for permitting the Man of 
Carmel to have become the first American? And 
may not the Odyssey of our Palestinian’s migra- 
tions, like the ancient Christ-killing myth, furnish 
excuse for present-day animosities? Lineal des- 
cendants of Neanderthalers may not after all be 
altogether extinct. In any case, since Jews are in- 
volved, Neanderthalers (even like the Arabs) are 
sure to have their staunch “impartial” defenders. 
And once wild stories concerning the hoary mis- 
deeds of the Carmelite go the rounds, who dare 
foretell what dread consequences may follow? 
And how can we Jews then weather the impending 
storm? We fear that neither American Jewish 
Committee assurances of subsiding anti-Semitism 
nor even promises of an over-night world re- 
volution will save us. Like our assimilationist 
brethren, we can only meekly pray and hope that 
our family skeleton—so recently dug up as the 
Man of Carmel—will not rattle so loudly. 
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IN MEMORIAM: 
JACOB de HAAS 


OR MANY YEARS the La- 


bor Zionist movement has 
had grave differences of opinion 
with Jacob de Haas, but these 
were never able to conceal from 
us his positive qualities and par- 
ticularly the most admirable of 
them, his whole-hearted, full de- 
votion to the interests of Zion- 
ism, as Jacob de Haas under- 
stood them. He joined the 
Zionist movement at a_ time 
when identification with Zionism 
required much intellectual and 
moral courage. Charmed by 
Theodore Herzl’s romantic 
sweep, he became in his early 
youth one of Herzl’s chief ad- 
herents. He came to the United 
States as ““Herzl’s ambassador.” 
It is enough to mention that 
Jacob de Haas was the first fac- 
tor in introducing Zionism to 
Louis D. Brandeis. Brandeis 
has remained grateful to de 
Haas for the discovery of Zion- 
ism and has been his loyal and 
tender friend even when differ- 
ences on Zionist policy separated 
them politically. Justice Bran- 
deis, the older of the two, has 
shown more elasticity and intel- 
lectual receptivity than his 
younger, erstwhile teacher and 
guide in Zionism. When de 
Haas prepared an encyclopedia 
of Jewish Knowledge, presum- 
ably a comprehensive Jewish ref- 
erence book, it did not contain 
a single line about the Histadrut. 
De Haas remained an Herzl- 
ian Zionist, in that specific sense 
in which he understood Herzl’s 
conception. Out of his loyalty 
to Herzl he created a weapon— 
not a very sharp one—with 
which to attack the more realistic 
tendencies in Zionism. This loy- 
alty, a medley of chivalry and 
intellectual stubborness, con- 


demned him to tragic loneliness 
in the later period of his life, 
and consequently to Revisionist 
policy. . But while his mistakes 
will be entirely forgotten, the 
Zionist pioneer will be remem- 


bered. 
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FOOTNOTE TO DR. BEARD’S EXPOSE IN THIS ISSUE 


“Of great importance in the defense of American principles would be an official 
protest against a piece of Nazi slander issued in consequence of the La Guardia 
incident. It happened, however that the person slandered has long been dead 
and there was no organized group in American life to call the State Department 
to his defense. The dead man in question is Benjamin Franklin, about whom the 
Nazi Propaganda Ministry concocted a ‘prophecy’ by Benjamin Franklin which was 
intended to make this world historic figure a bitter Jew-hater and forerunner of 
American Nazism. Into the mouth of Benjamin Franklin were placed words which 
no other mind but that of a paid Nazi official in the 30's of the 20th century could 
conceive. At that time American historians labelled this ‘document’ a fabrication. 
But the La Guardia incident revived it and it was reissued for the consumption of 
the German and American Nazi press. With all the patriotic societies claiming to 
be defenders and guardians of the great American tradition, there was not one 
organized group to stand up for the honor of Benjamin Franklin and the principles 
he represented, the principles that are the very foundation of this republic. 

A protest against the slandering of one of the founders of the republic and the 
corruption of basic American traditions, would mean a protest against the discord 
and hate-breeding propaganda that Nazism is spreading in this country. It would 
strike at the very core of the subversive activities of the American Nazis that are 
subsidized and managed by Berlin.” 

—From the Congress Bulletin of the American Jewish Congress. 


Reprints of the Charles A. Beard article are being planned for mass distribu- 
tion. Communicate with Jewish Frontier so that your organization may help to spike 
a vile, Nazi anti-Semitic forgery. 
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MAY THE HOSPITAL WORKERS 
ORGANIZE? 


CANNOT be said that Mr. Nathan S. 
A Jonas, president of the Jewish Hospital of 
Brooklyn, and his fellow-directors on the board 
are not trying their best to bring renown to the 
hospital. National attention was first drawn to 
the institution by revelations before the Senate 
Civil Liberties Committee (Lak olette Committee ) 
that the hospital employed a detective from the 
notorious scabbing agency, The Railway Audit 
and Inspection Company, for the purpose of 
spying on trade-union activities. And President 
Jonas thinks that a “union is not workable 
or sensible in a hospital” since its only 
interest “is the selfish one of collecting dues.” 
Magistrate David L. Malbin compared the “‘up- 
rising” against a quasi-public institution like a hos- 
pital to “a revolt against a governmental agency.” 
They did not, however, offer any substitute for 
unionization towards the betterment of the con- 
ditions of maintenance workers who work from 
60 to 70 hours weekly for wages as low as $40 
and $45 monthly and for miserable maintenance. 
We are not certain about the extent of the quasi- 
public character of the hospital. Most of its 
income, it should be remembered, is derived from 
the patients of the city. Its Jewish connections 
are also in name only. Our telephone inquiry to 
the hospital ascertained, among other things, that 
three different people -in charge did not know 
whether kosher food can be obtained at the hospi- 
tal. The institution is no longer listed in the 
recommended list of the American College of 
Surgeons. The lack of public control over a 
“quasi-public institution”’ is a questionable phase 
of Jewish community life. A discussion of this 
problem is very much in order. The B'nai Brith 
Anti-Defamation League, the American Jewish 
Committee, and similar organizations are on the 
look out for the least evidence of anti-Semitism 
in this country, on the part of the general com- 
munity. Are they doing anything to save the Jew- 
ish community from this ill-repute and unwanted 
publicity ? 

Nearly two years ago, upon the outbreak of 
the Beth Moses Hospital strike, Jewish Frontier 
asked: Do workers in social agencies, hospitals, 
orphan homes, mental hygienic clinics, recreational 
centers, family case work organizations, etc., have 
the same right in demanding decent standards of 
work as employees in private, profit making in- 
dustry? And we gave -the workers’ answer as 
follows: “‘We do serve the community. We have 
gone into a special type of work. But that is no 
reason whatever for penalizing us. We demand 





the same rights to protect our interests that every 
worker demands.” 
For a current statement made for Jewish 











JewisH FRONTIER 


Frontier by Fred Garner, President of the Hospi- 
tal Employees Union, Local 171, readers may 
turn to page 23. 


A NEWS WEEKLY 
NEW WEEKLY to comment on Jewish 


matters has arrived in the New York Jewish 
News. In its editorial statement it pledges itself 
to give the news, fight anti-Semitism, support the 
upbuilding of Palestine and further the cause of 
the Jewish community. Jewish Frontier salutes 
the new weekly. It looks forward to finding in it 
a sound and mature reporting of Jewish life (not 
too common outside the Yiddish press), unhack- 
neyed features, a sensitive attunement to foreign 
Jewish news and a healthy journalistic excitement 
to make the whole enthusiastically acceptable to 
the Jewish masses of New York. 


TERROR AGAIN 


igen RENEWED outrages in Palestine are 
not unexpected. We could not expect the 
furies aroused by the systematic incitement of the 
Arab population to be automatically allayed, and 
sporadic acts of violence were inevitable. But the 
present recrudescence of terror cannot be inter- 
preted merely as an aftermath, the final rumbling 
of a subsiding storm. Nor, much as we should 
like to, can we accept the explanation of the gov- 
ernment spokesman in the House of Commons 
who characterized the new attacks as isolated acts 
of brigandage springing from economic rather 
than political motives, and who would have us be- 
lieve that we are now facing ordinary criminals 
rather than extraordinary “‘patriots.’”” Undoubt- 
edly the demoralization ensuing upon six months 
of deliberate violence has stimulated criminal im- 
pulses of all kinds and increased the incidence of 
robbery and murder far above the average; how- 
ever, there is no blinking the fact that the real 
basis is political. Since ‘the Royal Commission 
will publish its findings in the near future, the 
Arab terrorists act on the simple theory that a 
bomb, or a knifing, or a shot from ambush, will 
have a salutary influence on the august gentlemen 
now debating the fate of Palestine. The threat- 
ening tone of the Arab press, which prophecies 
“trouble” should the Royal Commission not see 
eye to eye with the Arab extremists, makes this all 
too plain. Consequently, the disavowals of the 
Arab leaders, who deny responsibility for the 
daily outrages, must be taken with serious reser- 
vations. Even if no organized terror is function- 
ing as last August, a mood of violence is being 
kindled for the purpose of exerting pressure on 
England before the final announcements of the 
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Royal Commission are made. A bomb to the wise 
is sufficient! 

Unfortunately for the peace of Palestine, the 
English officials are again displaying a tragic in- 
decision. Instead of stamping out the disorders 
at the outset—a task for which they have both the 
means and the authority—they are again tempor- 
izing. They are again showing an inclination to 
placate the Arab aggressors at the expense of the 
eventual security of the entire Palestinian popula- 
tion, both Arab and Jewish. The most flagrant 
instance of this vicious laxness occurred recently 
in Tiberias, where a magistrate not only gave pri- 
son sentences to Jews who had defended them- 
selves against an Arab attack, but went so far as 
to advise the Jews to hide rather than protect 
themselves. Such a cynical disregard of the most 
elementary concepts of impartial justice obviously 
does nothing to restore a respect for law and or- 
der among the Arab bandits. 

The Arab leadership emerged from last sum- 
mer’s reign of terror with little to boast of. None 
of the objectives of their general strike had been 
attained. True, the size of Jewish immigration 
decreased, and the tempo of reconstruction was 
temporarily retarded, but these dubious benefits 
were accompanied by a virtual destruction of 
Arab economic life. It is unlikely that the Arab 
masses will consent to economic suicide indefinite- 
ly. There are indications that large numbers of 
Arabs are growing sceptical of the wisdom of 
their leaders and restive under the enforced levies 
made upon them by the terrorists. Punitive expe- 
ditions by “‘nationalists” into Arab villages which 
have refused to pay their quota towards the main- 
tenance of the terrorist bands are being reported 
with increasing frequency. There is reason to be- 
lieve that a firmer disposition on the part of the 
Mandatory Power to establish order would be 
welcomed by many Arabs as well as by Jews. 

As for the Jewish settlers—they are continuing 
their work heroically and peacefully as before. 
They were not terrorized into panic and inaction 
last summer. They will not be terrorized now. 


THE MANDATORY ARRAIGNED 


i igen COMPREHENSIVE list of grievances 
which the Jewish Agency submitted at great 
length before the Royal Commission, and now 
published in summary form, is more than a Grand 
Remonstrance. It is tantamount to an arraign- 
ment of the British Mandatory. In carefully 
measured words the Agency demonstrates that the 
Palestine government never took its obligations 
too seriously. The terms of the Mandate are 
clear and unmistakable. Article 2 makes the 


Mandatory responsible “for placing the country 
under such political, administrative and economic 
conditions as will secure the establishment of the 
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Jewish National Home.” Other equally explicit 
clauses in the same document enjoin the Palestine 
government to facilitate Jewish immigration, and 
encourage close settlement of Jews on the land. 
But where there is no will to carry out a pledge, 
no clarity of phrasing ever can guarantee results. 
Despite all positive instructions, the Palestine Ad- 
ministration has thus far made no effort to carry 
out its trust. On the other hand it deliberately re- 
tarded the pace of settlement by imposing unjusti- 
fiable restrictions on Jewish immigration. It en- 
acted legislation which directly contravenes all 
constructive policies for a comprehensive land de- 
velopment. Consequently, though there has been 
phenomenal Jewish progress in Palestine, the 
Mandatory virtually has no share in that growth. 
Most of the gains have occurred largely in the 
teeth of the Government’s active interference. 


By dint of tremendous sacrifice the Jewish 
masses have reclaimed swamps, fought malaria, 
discovered new water resources, established irri- 
gation, and created new industry—all with little 
government help. The Mandatory has not only 
failed to participate to any marked extent in these 
vital activities but has actually by its anti-Jewish 
and anti-fellahin land-policy and by its laissez- 
faire tactics in industry, placed obstacles in the 
way of the country’s normal development. The 
Jewish settlers have introduced into Palestine 
modern hospitals and a high level of culture. But 
the British administration, disregarding the needs 
of the growing Jewish population and its high per- 
centage of contribution to revenue, has discrimin- 
ated against Jewish health and education service. 
Jews, by increasing the size of the population, 
have created expanded demands for public works 
and services. Under the circumstances—apart 
from all other considerations—they are entitled 
to a fair share of employment in ports and rail- 
ways, in the police force and in civil service gener- 
ally. Yet, to the detriment of the entire country, 
they have been virtually barred from these occu- 
pations. The Mandatory thus not only failed to 
pursue a pro-National-Home policy in matters of 
immigration and land settlement but defrauded its 
Jewish citizens, who constitute over 30% of the 
entire population, from some of their most 
elementary rights. 


But the counts against the Mandatory do not 
end with these wrongs. The Agency report con- 
tains evidence suggesting that many high govern- 
ment officials had a hand in fomenting and pro- 
longing the present disturbances. Despite re- 
peated warnings that the Arabs were arm- 
ing, government functionaries displayed a ‘‘lam- 
entable” lack of interest in preventing the rioting 
and, once the attacks broke loose, they inexcusably 
delayed to check disorders in their initial stages. 
After the proclamation of the political anti-Jewish 
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“strike,” the Administration took no steps to de- 
clare that act illegal, but abetted subversive acti- 
vities by permitting the Arab Higher Committee 
to tour the country and address demonstrations in- 
citing to civil disobedience. And instead of out- 
lawing the “‘strike’’ committee, the Government 
unofficially recognized that body by negotiating 
with it. Adept only at issuing strongly-worded 
declarations against rioting, British functionaries 
made no sincere attempt to enforce respect for 
law and order. It is notorious that Palestine offic- 
ials blinked at illicit importation of arms and the 
entry into Palestine of armed robber bands. Be- 
sides, by refusing to introduce Jewish labor into 
the Jaffa port, the Government directly helped to 
consolidate the Arab “‘strike.” By limiting Jew- 
ish work to a bare 8.5 percent, the Administration 
itself served to disorganize traffic and communica- 
tion. By virtually excluding Jews from the police 
force and by placing the Criminal Investigation 
Department almost entirely in Arab hands, it 
practically made a mockery of all efforts to sup- 
press anti-Jewish violence. 

Yet despite these charges, world Jewry is still 
loath to believe that Great Britain, entrusted by 
the League of Nations and the United States with 
a Mandate for establishing a Jewish National 
Home in Palestine, will deliberately seek to break 
its pledge and sabotage the Mandate. However, 
unless certain changes take place very soon, Jew- 
ish faith—though patient and capable of a long 
strain—cannot persist. Obviously a radical 
change in the personnel of the Palestine Adminis- 
tration is long overdue. Certainly such officials 
who are openly “hostile to the Jewish National 
Home and who feel anti-Jewish generally” have 
no right to function in Palestine. Unless they are 
eliminated, mere reformulations of a pro-Man- 
date policy can be of no avail. Together with a 
change in the type of official should come a frank 
program of active assistance by the Palestine gov- 
ernment. If the Mandatory honestly desires to 
discharge its duties as a trustee for the Jewish 
National Home, it must unmistakably abandon its 
policy of “holding the balance” between anti- 
Mandate Arabs and pro-Mandate Jews. Instead 
of obstructing Jewish immigration and being hos- 
tile in furthering land development, it should place 
the country “under such political, administrative 
and economic conditions as will secure the estab- 
lishment of the Jewish National Home.” Having 
solemnly undertaken certain obligations prescribed 
in the Mandate, it must cease shilly-shallying in its 
manifest duties. By pursuing a policy of “placat- 
ing” opponents to the Balfour Declaration, the 
Palestine government can only spur certain Arab 
circles to further acts of violence. If Palestine is 


not to be reduced to a shambles, the Mandatory 
must cease to play politics with the lives of Jews 
and Arabs. 
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MUSSOLINI COURTS ISLAM 
b ignewey IS nothing bashful about Mussolini's 


latest overtures to Islam. Any doubts the 
world might have entertained about the serious- 
ness of the Duce’s intentions have been stilled by 
his North African tour. He has not been trifl- 
ing. In Libya he came out of hiding and declared 
himself: Mussolini is the Protector of Islam; 
Italy is not only a Christian Power, but a Moham- 
medan Power, cherishing the weal of its Moslem 
subjects no less than of its Roman Catholics. Italo 
Balbo, Governor of Libya, whose most recent bid 
for fame was the publication of an anti-Jewish 
edict in Tripoli, paved the way for Mussolini’s 
triumphal entry by the distribution of an Arabic 
pamphlet among the natives. This document 
castigated the sins of other states towards the 
subjugated Moslems and gave expression to the 
tenderness bordering on passion felt by Mussolini 
for the Arab peoples. Among the tokens of af- 
fection enumerated was the liberation of Moham- 
medans from the yoke of the Christian king of 
Ethiopia, Haile Selassie. Naturally, mention was 
made of the wrongs endured by the suffering 
Arabs in Palestine, oppressed by England and 
Zionism. 

This open play for the favor of the Moham- 
medan peoples can have only one meaning. Ap- 
parently the ‘“‘gentleman’s agreement’’ recently 
concluded between Great Britain and Italy is be- 
ing flouted by Mussolini’s unleashed imperialist 
appetites. The Italian dictator’s courting of Arab 
good-will is nothing new. Italy has been conduct- 
ing an adroit propaganda in the Near and Middle 
East for the past few years. Her radio station 
from Bari has been sending Arabic and Italian 
programs nightly throughout the Levant. The 
provocative role of that station during the Arab 
outbreaks in Palestine is still fresh in memory. 
Italian schools and hospitals are maintained in 
Palestine, Syria, and other Arab countries. Holli- 
day tours of Italy for Levantine students are ar- 
ranged for minimal sums. Perhaps the neatest, 
most Machiavellian touch is, provided by the pil- 
grimages to Mecca fostered by Italy. Thousands 
of Moslems from the Italian colonies of Africa 
are sent to Mecca at the cost of the Italian gov- 
ernment. In Mecca, the holy of holies of Islam, 
they encounter worshippers of Allah from all 
Arab lands, and word goes forth among the 
faithful of Mussolini’s reverence for the prophet 
and of his generosity towards his disciples. The 
effect of such artful propaganda is well-nigh in- 
calculable. The stage for Italy’s emergence, as a 
‘Mohammedan Power’”’ has been ingeniously set. 

The eventual results of Mussolini’s Arab love- 
feast are a matter of speculation. It is obvious 
that Great Britain cannot indefinitely countenance 
a pro- Islamic policy which threatens to become 
pan-Islamic. It is one thing for Italy to foster 
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the loyalty of the Moslem natives.in her own col- 
onies by any devices she pleases. When, how- 
ever, Mussolini leaves his domestic sphere and 
beckons ingratiatingly to all Islam, including the 
Mohammedan subjects of the British Empire, the 
challenge can no longer be ignored. It is an 
open secret that Italian money and propaganda 
helped foment the disorders in Palestine last sum- 
mer. In such a situation England’s complacence 
is bound to crack. The threat to British imper- 
ialism by the nascent imperialism of Rome is 
creating a state of tension which is hourly growing 
more explosive. England will not let the routes to 
India—the life-line of the Empire—be endan- 
gered. The scope of Great Britain’s naval re- 
armament is clear indication that though, for the 
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present the British Lion is crouching, he is ready 
to spring. The near future will tell whether 
Mussolini’s increasingly violent fulminations 
against Great Britain are merely an undiplomatic 
outburst, or whether he is actually prepared to 
strike the fatal spark. One thing, however, is 
certain. The Arab instigators of the fresh out- 
rages in Palestine gather new zeal from the cham- 
pionship of Mussolini. ‘Those who naively be- 
lieve that the Arab attacks represent an uprising 
against imperialist rule should realize that the 
imperialist designs of Mussolini are among the 
chief props of the Arab “liberation movement”. 
The Arab patriots get the revolutionary courage 
to bomb and shoot peaceful Jewish settlers from 
the Roman eagle and the fascist salute. 


AN OPEN LETTER TO GANDHI 


I DON’T know how to address you. Some years 
ago, I might have called ‘you “Manhatma” 
(great soul)—the name with which millions of 
your people have crowned you. But I know that 
you have forbidden its use, that in a moment of 
spiritual protest you declared yourself to be no 
more than a “scavenger”. Nor do I dare call 
you teacher. I know of you since the days when 
Tolstoy addressed his famous ‘‘Letter of a Hin- 
du’’, to you; I have followed your work since 
1914; I carry sharp-engraven in my memory each 
step of your martyr’s path—each arrest and trial, 
each vow, each fast, each triumph and each pass- 
ing defeat which never shook your faith. I have 
read, in the languages familiar to me, all that you 
have written and there has been no social-reli- 
gious thinker who has exerted so fruitful an influ- 
ence on me. If, despite the fact that in various 
periods I have been stirred to the deeps of my soul 
by your teaching and your life I am far from be- 
ing your disciple or follower, the fault is not 
yours. You know how hard it is to follow you 
sincerely and completely in’ India itself, a land 
where both race and cultural heritage have cre- 
ated conditions favorable to the growth of your 
teachings; still harder is it in the lands of the 
West, particularly for a man of my generation, 
who grew up in the heroic period of the Russian 
revolution—an epoch seething with moral con- 
flicts. But it is easy for me to call you “brother”, 
if only because I belong to a people, from whose 
prophets thousands of years ago there flashed 
the conception of God’s universal fatherhood, as 
well as of the brotherhood of all whom He created 
“in his image.” Therefore, permit me to use the 
name of “brother” together with the two names 
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you heard in childhood—Mohandas Karamchand. 

But before I take up the purpose of my letter, 
before I state the request which will perhaps 
sound: like a challenge, allow me to congratulate 
you on the recent great victory in your struggle 
for human equality. I have in mind the procla- 
mation of the young Maharajah of Travoncore 
which ended the religious and political disabilities 
of the great number of untouchables in that re- 
gion. Without questioning the noble intentions 
of the progressive ruler of Travancore, and be- 
lieving that his revolutionary reform sprang from 
the vigor of his awakened conscience, we know 
that the Maharajah would have been unable to 
immortalize his name through that greatest re- 
form in the history of new India, if you had not 
for years prepared the soil, if you had not, on 
the one hand, aroused the untouchables themselves 
to struggle for their human dignity, and on the 
other, stirred the conscience of the thousands of 
members of the privileged castes. I remember 
well that throughout these years you were not 
the only champion of the millions of “unclean.” 
Possibly, Rabindranath Tagore gave more force- 
ful literary expression to the moral revolt against 
the ancient wall standing in India between man 
and man; I know of a number of significant figures 
in your country — men and women — who have 
gone farther and more directly toward the goal 
of equality. But we may justly ascribe the great 
reform which sheds luster on Travancore, primar- 
ily, to you. All the purely intellectual arguments 
for the equalization of the untouchables, all the 
theological proofs and textual criticism which 
many progressive Hindus have proferred, pale 
before your brief words: “I should not like to 
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be born again, but if I am fated to enter the world 
once more, let it be among the untouchables.” 
Even more influential was the courage you dis- 
played through “‘direct action’, when you adopted 
a child from among the untouchables and made it 
a member of your family. This practical example 
in the breaking down of canonized historical walls 
proved contagious. Hundreds of others of the 
highest castes were stirred to a noble defiance 
which led them to engage publicly in the “base” 
work to which Pariahs were doomed, in order to 
expunge the stain of “baseness” through their 
participation. Your example gave the untouch- 
ables self-respect and moral courage; it made 
them braver and more capable of the bloodless 
uprisings with which they have several times 
distinguished thmselves. If any concrete proofs 
were needed to show that not only exceptional 
heroic spirits, but masses of plain, uneducated 
people are capable, under certain circumstances, 
of being aggressive without resort to violence, and 
that a system of passive resistance may be victori- 
ous, the passive fight of the untouchables must 
be reckoned as among the most persuasive. Of 
great historic significance is also the fact that if 
the two million former untouchables of Travan- 
core may now enter the temples and pray together 
with members of the higher castes, if they may 
use the public wells and highways, and send their 
children to the general schools, the outcome is 
due to an inner revolution, a spiritual renewal in 
India itself, rather than to the pressure of Euro- 
pean “civilizers’. I remember that for years 
you were unwilling to use English dominion for 
reforming the inner life of India. You would 
not have been content with a reform that came 
from above or from outside. You waited for a 
welling up of fighting energy in the degraded 
masses themselves and for a growing sense of 
repentance among the higher castes. I rejoice 
that you have lived to see the first green sprouting 
on the hard soil you ploughed and sowed. With- 
out English intervention, without outside pres- 
sure, Travancore made its revolutionary begin- 
ning. I am sure that the example of Travancore 
will affect all of India, and that the natural rights 
of the sixty million untouchables will be restored 
within our generation. 


Those of us in Europe and America who were 
deeply affected by the intolerable plight of the 
untouchables, have long been troubled by the 
peculiar theological aspects of the problem. We 
know that the orthodox Hindus, among them 
many individuals not motivated by selfish caste 
considerations, opposed emancipation because of 
a dogma of the Hindu religion. According to 
this dogma, the members of the lower castes 
are beings penalized for past sins, “judged by 
God.” If I am not mistaken, orthodox Hindus 
have attempted through this specific interpretation 
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of the caste-system, to solve the problem of theod- 
icy—the same problem of vindicating the way of 
God to man which agitated the unknown author of 
Job. According to this interpretation, the op- 
pressed castes suffer for sins committed in past 
incarnations. They have returned to the world 
to expiate a former sin, to purify themselves and 
perform their period of Karma. In a later in- 
carnation they may be reborn into a higher caste 
if their virtues warrant this promotion. To 
emancipate an untouchable, therefore prevents the 
full cycle of expiation and meddles with the plans 
of divine Providence. I am in no position to 
judge to what extent this dogma or traditional 
concept is an organic part of Hinduism. I can- 
not tell in what measure those untouchables, who 
some years. ago began to consider turning to 
Christianity or Islam in order to be free of a 
religion which discriminated not only socially but 
metaphysically against a large number of its ad- 
herents, were justified in their purpose. I am, 
therefore, not quite clear as to how orthodox Hin- 
dus will reconcile their religious integrity with the 
emancipation of the untouchables. However, I 
was happy to chance on a publication of the Cen- 
tral Hindu College of Benares (‘‘An advanced 
text-book of Hindu religion and ethics’’) which 
contained a significant new interpretation of the 
doctrine of Karma. According to this viewpoint 
it is a serious error to explain suffering in terms 
of “Karna”, and to abstain from aiding a sufferer 
so as not to interfere with the process of his 
Karma. Our moral ability to help a man is in 
itself evidence that the Karma under which he 
suffers is fulfilled. Furthermore, by refusing to 
help a fellow-being we commit a sin, and so pre- 
pare an evil future Karma for ourselves. It is 
not the task of a stranger to solve the problems 
of an ancient, complex religious system belonging 
to another people, but I think there are trends in 
modern India which indicate that the complete 
emancipation of the untouchables will be achieved 
without a destruction of the Hindu religious sys- 
tem and without artificial reforms of Hindu doc- 
trine. Jews once believed literally in the Biblical 
“an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth.” The 
later Talmudical interpretation that the formula 
meant material compensation for an eye, or a 
tooth, in no wise weakened religious Judaism; on 
the contrary, it strengthened it. I imagine that 
similar organic developments will take place in 
the religious life of India. 


And now to turn to the practical purpose of my 
letter. May I remind you that untouchables exist 
not only in India? Not everywhere in the same 
numbers, nor of precisely the same status, but 
nevertheless “untouchables,’”’ human beings who 
are persecuted, insulted, starved and frequently 
slain only because they belong to a different ethnic 
group, or serve God in their own fashion. There 
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are still millions of such untouchables in the coun- 
try from which I write you. You know that 
though many years have passed since slavery was 
abolished, the practical emancipation of Negroes 
in the U. S. is far from complete. And 
there are still other millions of “untouchables” 
scattered over all parts of the globe, in dozens of 
countries: these are the millions of my tormented 
fellow Jews. To uncover one’s wounds and seek 
sympathy is neither pleasant, nor perhaps even 
dignified. But no doubt word has reached you of 
the torment of my people in countries where they 
have lived hundreds of years, where the first Jews 
settled long before their present oppressors, and 
which they enriched with their toil and sweat. 
After a thousand years of existence in Germany 
the remaining 400,000 German Jews find them- 
selves outcast and tormented; their state is made 
more tragic by the knowledge of the great contri- 
bution, both material and spiritual, which they and 
their ancestors had made to the progress of 
Germany. Approximately the same thing is hap- 
pening in Poland and Roumania, and (for the 
time being) to a less catastrophic degree, in a 
large number of other countries. Disfranchise- 
ment, defenselessness, numerus clausus and num- 
erus nullus in the universities, separate benches 
and an inferior status for Jewish children in the 
public schools, economic and social boycott, mur- 
ders which are not only tolerated but often en- 
couraged, lynchings which anti-Semitic govern- 
ments do not even trouble to combat, closed doors 
facing Jews who wish to immigrate into new coun- 
tries—this is our lot in many parts of the world 
at the present time. India is remote from Jewish 
wretchedness. She is taken up with her own great 
cares and unsolved problems,—the destiny of a 
fifth of the human race,—but I am sure that you 
have heard of what has happened to millions of 
my fellow Jews in Europe, North Africa and 
parts of Asia. 

We Jews now strive to redeem ourselves from 
our state of “untouchability.” We seek bread, 
work, freedom, and human dignity. These we 
wish to secure by emerging from that anomolous 
state to which history has doomed us—the state 
of homelessness and landlessness. For over fifty 
years, the best of our youth have been devoting 
the fulness of their energy toward the recreation 
of our former national center in Palestine. We 
need a country for the millions of persecuted 
Jews, and this country must be the land which 
cradled the civilization we once created there. 
This need is more than economic or political in its 
origin. Among those who are returning to their 
ancient fatherland are not only refugees driven by 
alien might but pilgrims inspired by historic forces 
—human beings who seek integrity and harmony in 
a new life of their own. Judaism is not only a re- 
ligion, a system of abstract thought, or a series of 
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tenets and decrees. It is also, perhaps primarily, 
a particular way of life, action and self-expression. 
Our particular genius, our capacity for self-ex- 
pression is throttled in us because we live amid 
alien environments and cultures. We are always 
adapting ourselves to our stronger neighbors, ex- 
isting in a state of perpetual mimicry dangerous to 
our spirit. Zionism is not only a movement for 
the hungry and persecuted. It.draws to itself in- 
creasing numbers of courageous Jews even in 
those countries which are free from brutal anti- 
Semitism and where Jews are not stigmatized as 
“unclean.” These Jews know—as your great pat- 
riot Lajpat Rai once put it—that chains are 
chains no matter how gilded. You yourself once 
lived in a strange land, in the small Indian dias- 
pora of South Africa, and you know how the spir- 
itual energy of a national or racial group which 
lives as a minority in an alien environment be- 
comes choked. May I, in this connection, quote 
the lines of the great modern Hebrew poet Hayim 
N. Bialik—lines which I believe you will not mis- 
interpret as evidence of a materialistic attitude: 
“Each people has as much heaven over its head as 
it has soil under its feet.” 

Landless and heavenless, many thousands of 
my brothers have in recent years returned to the 
soil of their fathers, laid waste through the neg- 
lect of centuries. You in India understand how a 
land may degenerate and grow barren. One does 
not have to be an expert in Indian history to 
know that your country was once richer, more fer- 
tile and more civilized than it is today. The exca- 
vations in Mohandja Dara have clearly demon- 
strated that a highly developed civilization with 
large cities, industries and comfortable homes ex- 
isted in your country 3,500 years before Christ. 
According to the historian Megasthenes, when the 
armies of Alexander the Great invaded parts of 
India over 2,200 years ago, they found a people 
no less civilized and artistic than the Greeks of 
that time. In Palestine, too, there once existed a 
higher state of civilization than we found when 
our generation began to return. The remnants of 
terraces on the mountains, the magnificent syna- 
gogues excavated in Capernaum and Beth Alfa, 
the signs of a former irrigation system, all bear 
witness to this. During the centuries of our ab- 
sence, war and oppression raging for generations, 
reduced our land to a state of barreness and de- 
cay. This did not dishearten our pioneers. In 
every spot where they were given the chance, they 
built again prospering villages and towns. Where 
the earth was swampy they drained it; where it 
was barren and parched, they made water spring 
from hidden deeps. They drove out the curse of 
malaria. The mountains of Judea and Galilee had 
been denuded as far back as the Roman wars, but 
this desolation has been lifted by our youth. 
In many places which recently were but sand and 
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rock, the green woods of ancient Palestine bloom 
resurrected. Within a comparatively short space of 
time we have developed Jewish agriculture and in- 
dustry making possible a still larger mass immig- 
ration of Jews. At the start of our reconstruction 
work we had psychological as well as physical dif- 
ficulties. We had the problems resulting from a 
false conception of manual labor. Once a people 
of shepherds and® farmers and artisans, in the 
course of our wanderings we had been trans- 
formed into a people of tradesmen primarily. 
We lost contact with nature, lost the habit of 
healthful and cleansing physical labor, and began 
to look with unjustified, well nigh sinful contempt 
upon so-called “lower” social functions. Our re- 
ligious cult of learning unfortunately changed into 
the cult of a pseudo-aristocracy. Many of us 
ceased to understand the moral and aesthetic 
worth of simple labor. You are familiar with the 
paradoxical ways by which a people arrives at so 
corrupt a scale of values. You in India will also 
have to wage a bitter struggle against the social 
implications of this pseudo-artistocratic scholasti- 
cism. We understand the challenge in the title 
“scavenger” which you assumed. In Palestine 
and through Palestine we are freeing ourselves 
from the moral hump which rose on our backs 
during centuries of unsound development. We 
have given back to physical labor its dignity and 
sanctity. We have returned to the truly Jewish, 
profoundly human concept of our Talmudists who 
taught that “he who does not teach his son a man- 
ual trade is like to one who teaches his son rob- 
bery.” Through our renewed understanding of the 
dignity of labor many of us came to understand 
that all kinds of labor are of equal social worth 
and are to be equally rewarded. In the same 
places where the pre-evangelical communities of 
the Essenes, dedicated to the principle of “mine is 
thine, and thine is mine,”’ once existed, large vil- 
lages built on the basis of voluntary communism 
have arisen. I have been told on several occa- 
sions that some groups in India have gathered the 
impression that our communes are breeding-places 
of vulgar materialism and atheism. It would take 
me far beyond the confines of my letter were I to 
explain why I regard their irreligion as true reli- 
gion. Let me say but one word. Remember the 
utterances of your great mystic Ramakrishna who 
declared that “religion is not for empty stom- 
achs,” and of his flaming disciple, Vivekananda, 
who said that “‘as long as a single hungry man re- 
mains in my land, my sole religion will be to feed 
him!”’ Such is the motivation of the “material- 
ism” of our communist experiment in Palestine. 


Arab enemies of my people, and, I am con- 
vinced, of their own people, have lately mobilized 
ignorant and fanatical elements against this Jew- 
ish renascence. All impartial observers who have 
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visited Palestine, all honest students of the ques- 
tion, have come to the conclusion that our move- 
ment has in no way injured the Arab people, that, 
on the contrary, the mass of the Arab population 
has profited socially, economically and culturally 
from Jewish immigration. If you would care to 
acquaint yourself with the available data, you 
would see for yourself that the Arab standard of 
living has risen significantly due to the peaceful, 
progressive methods of Jewish reconstruction. In 
recent history, Zionism is the first instange of col- 
onization free from imperialist ambition or the 
desire to rule any part of the population. The 
present Arab rulers knew very well that the dan- 
ger of Jewish dominion does not threaten the 
Arab people through Zionism. However, they 
fear that the influence of Zionism on the Arab 
masses will hasten the process of economic and 
social emancipation in Palestine, and will endan- 
ger their selfish caste interests. For this reason, 
they kindle the savage passions of national hate 
and religious fanaticism. They have sent poor, 
ignorant wretches to destroy Jewish property, to 
uproot trees planted by Jews, to set fire to Jewish 
houses, to murder old and young—men, women 
and children—to throw bombs into schools and 
kindergartens, and to shoot down Jewish nurses 
who tended Arab patients in the hospitals. I am 
sure that you have heard of the anti-Jewish terror 
let loose in Palestine for over half a year, and no 
doubt information has reached you of the Arab 
leaders’ intention to renew this terror and increase 
its scope so as to attain their goal—the stoppage 
of further Jewish immigration and the liquidation 
of Zionism. Why then, I dare ask you, have you 
been silent all this while? Why are you still silent? 


I know how small a place the Jewish question 
must take in the consciousness of the Indian intel- 
lectual. I know how enormous are your own 
problems and cares. But the drama now being 
enacted in Palestine has its direct and indirect re- 
percussions in India. A harmful and thoroughly 
false propaganda against Jews and Zionism is 
now being conducted in your Mohammedan com- 
munities. The none too fastidious agents of the 
present Arab leaders are spreading malicious lies 
to the effect that Jews are a menace to Moham- 
medanism, that they propose to destroy or tamper 
with Mohammedan mosques and holy places. An 
intense hatred of Jews is being fanned among the 
millions of Mohammedans in India. Please be- 
lieve me that I think not only of my own people, 
when I feel duty bound to warn you against the 
effects of this incendiary propaganda. Jew-hatred 
is a dangerous poison not only for the hated but 
for the haters. For the sake of your country and 
your people as well as my own, I would not wish 
the bacilli now undermining the moral foundations 
of so many European countries, to befoul the air 
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of India. I do not understand why you have 
taken no note of this kindling of religious fanati- 
cism and blind hate among your Mohammedan 
fellow-Indians, why you have ignored the effects 
of Arab incitement which became apparent even in 
the ranks of the Indian National Congress. You 
are silent. Your disciple and opponent, Nehru, is 
silent. And unless I am mistaken, only your poet 
and noble champion of human rights, Madam 
Naidu, has raised her voice in behalf of my 
people. 


Let your clear and courageous voice be heard— 
for our sake, for your sake, for the sake of the 
awakening East to which we return. Do that 
which is in your power to end the venomous anti- 
Jewish propaganda amid the millions of Moham- 
medans in India. When Hindu and Mohammed- 
ans made murderous attacks upon each other, you 
declared a fast in protest against fratricide and 
false piety. I remember the strict solemnity of 
your three weeks’ fast. I remember also the ef- 
fect of this particular “dictatorial” measure: the 
two religious communities made peace under the 
pressure of your prayer and fast. I am not so 
naive and egocentric as to assume that you could 
protest with an equal passion against the on- 
_ slaught on Jewish work and a Jewish future in 
Palestine. It is not my place to suggest how you 
should influence Moslem public opinion and par- 
ticularly the leaders of your national congress. 
Do what you can to stop the anti-Jewish agitation 
for which Islam is being exploited cynically and 
destructively. I know how greatly you honor Is- 
lam and its followers. But all your life you have 
shown the daring and ability to fight against reli- 
gious hypocricy in religious life. As _ the 
proven friend of the Moslems, you have a parti- 
cular right to protest against the exploitation of 
Islam and its institutions for unworthy political 
ends. 


May I remind you how a European observer 
characterized the reaction of a Hindu to the usual 
sermon of a Christian missionary? His first an- 
swer was “Christianity is not true’; his second, 
“Christianity is not new,” and his third rejoinder 
was “Christianity is not you.” He perceived the 
truth in Christianity, while realizing the untruth in 
the Christian. The same may be said in varying 
measure of all religions and their representatives. 
It may also be said of Islam and of those who seek 
to transform a noble doctrine into an instrument 
for anti-social and anti-religious purposes. You 
are the man in India who can challenge the unscru- 
pulous Arab agitators with the cry “Islam is not 


you.” 


Will we hear your voice, the voice of Young 
India? 
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Jewish Frontier Spikes Nazi 


O* February 3, 
1934, William 
Dudley Pelley pub- 
lished in his jour- 
nal “Liberation” a 
passage purporting 
to be an extract 
from the “Private 
Diary” of Charles 
Pinckney, of South 
Carolina, in which 
Benjamin Franklin 
was quoted as denouncing Jews in unmeasured 
terms, with all the savagery of a Hitler or Goeb- 
bels. Mr. Pelley declared that Pinckney, as one 
of the framers of the Constitution, had taken 
notes on “Chit-chat around the Table during In- 
termissions,” that he had published this diary, 
that General W. T. Sherman had ordered the de- 
struction of private libraries during the Civil War, 
and that among the rare books sacrificed was 
Pinckney’s diary. But, Mr. Pelley went on to 
say, a copy survived in the hands of a descendant 
in the southwestern part of Georgia, and that the 
extract in “Liberation” was taken from this copy. 
Where the copy is now, who has it, Mr. Pelley 
did not state; nor has any copy yet been discov- 
ered by extensive researches. 


of Dr. Beard’s historical research. 


In August, 1934, the “‘Weltdienst,” an inter- 
national news service, anti-Jewish in bias, pub- 
lished in Erfurt, Germany, in three languages— 
German, French and English—issued this alleged 
statement by Franklin condemning the Jews. In 
so doing it did not mention the name of Pinckney, 
but ascribed the document to the journal of a dele- 
gate to the constitutional convention of “1789.” 

Later in August, the “Volksbund,” a Swiss 
Nazi organ reprinted the alleged Franklin’s 
“Prophecy” ascribing its source to “co-workers 
in Germany.” 


In its issue of the first week of September, “Der 
Stuermer,” the fiery organ published by Julius 
Streicher, contained a dispatch from its New York 
Correspondent, J. L. MacCormick, quoting the 
alleged Franklin “Prophecy” and using it as an 
introduction to an attack on the Jews in the cus- 
tomary Nazi style. 


On September 20, the Jewish “Daily Bulletin,” 
in commenting upon the article in “Der Stuermer,” 
referred to the alleged prophecy of Franklin, 
without quoting it in detail or inquiring into its 
authenticity. 


The German Angvriff and the Voelkischer Beobachter have “redis- 
covered” the old Benjamin Franklin forgery which Dr. Charles A. 
Beard exposed in Jewish Frontier in March, 1935. We promptly 
spiked the anti-Semitic “Prophecy” by supplying the leading American 
newspapers—English, Anglo-Jewish, and Yiddish—with the evidence 


the expose we offer this reprint as a stop-gap to lying and deceit. 


Dr. Beard has just sent the following new communication to Jewish 
Frontier: “There is nothing to be added to what I have said, except 
that I have found no evidence to support the theory of the Pinckney 
diary. More words have been spilled on the subject, but no evidence 
has been forthcoming to sustain the Nazi thesis on the subject.” 


Five days later, 
September 25, 
1934, Robert Ed- 
ward Edmondson, 
who has been ac- 
cused by Mr. John 
Spivak of being a 
Nazi agent in the 
United States, sent 
the alleged Frank- 
lin “Prophecy’’ to 
investment and 
brokerage houses, business men, and others inter- 
ested in his program or subscribing to his ‘“‘ser- 
vice.” In the hands of Mr. Edmondson the docu- 
ment and its history take the following form. 
Although it is not exactly identical with the ex- 
tract published by Mr. Pelley, it is the same in 
substance. 


To meet a reawakened interest in 


GREAT AMERICAN STATESMAN CRED- 
ITED WITH FORESHADOWING PRES- 
ENT POLITICO-ECONOMIC 
“RED CRISIS” 


“ ‘Whatever country Jews have settled in any great 
numbers,’ said Franklin, ‘they have lowered its moral 
tone; depreciated its commercial integrity; have segre- 
gated themselves and have not been assimilated; have 
sneered at and tried to undermine the Christian reli- 
gion upon which that nation is founded by objecting to 
its restrictions; have built up a state within a state; 
and when opposed have tried to strangle that country to 
death financially, as in the case of Spain and Portugal. 

“ ‘For over 1,700 years the Jews have been bewailing 
their sad fate in that they have been exiled from their 
homeland, as they call Palestine. But, Gentlemen, did 
the world today give it to them in tee simple, they 
would at once find some cogent, reason for not return- 
ing. Why? Because they are vampires, and vampires 
do not live on vampires. They cannot live on them- 
selves. They must subsist on Christians and other 
peoples not of their race. 

““If you do not exclude them from these United 
States, in this Constitution, in less than 200 years 
they will have swarmed in such great numbers that 
they will dominate and devour the land, and change 
our form of government, for which we Americans have 
shed our blood, given our lives, our substance and 
jeopardized our liberty. 

" ‘If you do not exclude them, in less than 200 years 
our descendants will be working in the fields to fur- 
nish them substance, while they will be in the counting 
houses rubbing their hands. I warn you, Gentlemen, 
if you do not exclude the Jews for all time, your chil- 
dren will curse you in your graves. 

“ ‘Jews, Gentlemen, are Asiatics, let them be born 
where they will, or how many generations they are 
away from Asia, they never will be otherwise. Their 
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ideas do not conform 
to an American's, and 
will not even though 
they live among us ten 
generations. A leopard 
cannot change its spots. 

Jews are Asiatics, are a 

menace to this country 

if permitted entrance, 
and should be excluded 
by this Constitution.’ 

“On the statute books of 
the United States is the 
Asiatic Exclusion Law by 
which Asiatics are prohibit- 
ed from entering this coun- 
try on the ground that they 
cannot be assimilated be- 
cause ‘their ideas do not 
conform’ to American cus- 
toms and principles. 

“If Red revolutionary 
Jews are Asiatics, would it 
not be in harmony with the 
aforesaid law to deport them 
as aliens illegally in the 
United States? 

“Col. E. N. Sanctuary, 
whose racial problem books 
have attracted widespread 
attention, is authority for the 
statements that out of 19 | 
aliens arrested in the San 
Francisco general strike, 11 
were ‘Red’ Jews — whose 
origin might well be Orien- 
tal.” 

“New York, Sept. 25, 1934. 
Robert Edward Edmondson” 
(Edmondson Economic Service, 
80 Washington St., New York) 


When this release by Mr. Edmondson came 
into my hands, I was amazed by the document. 
As a student of the writings of Pinckney and 
Franklin, 1 had never seen anything like it, and 
on October 15, 1934, I wrote to Mr. Edmondson 
asking him to give me the source from which his 
Franklin’s ‘‘Prophecy” was taken, as I desired to 
examine the original myself. To my letter Mr. 
Edmondson replied that he understood that the 
“copy” for the “Prophecy” emanated from Mr. 
Madison Grant of New York City, “unauthenti- 
cated.” He added that several investigations 
were being conducted to determine its authenticity, 
and that he had felt justified in issuing it because 
mention of it in the Jewish “Daily Bulletin” had 
caused a widespread demand for the story. In 
short, Mr. Edmondson published the alleged 
statement and then conducted inquiries to deter- 
mine its authenticity. 


sumed to have honor. 


Forgery On Franklin Again 


". . . For the Values of the Scien- 
tific and Humane Spirit . . . 


HESE are times when physical force is exalted. 

It is widely deemed old-fashioned, outmoded, 

and infantile to speak of an appeal to reason, to exalt 

toleration as a virtue in itself, and to believe that 

truth has any part in practical affairs. That this is the 

situation in which we find ourselves calls for no 

illustrations. They lie on every hand and come upon 
our vision from every angle. 


Yet there are a few left in the world who have 
not surrendered to this spirit of the times. 
are a few who still believe that force, lying and de- 
ceit are not virtues in themselves, and that no civili- 
zation worth having can be founded upon them. It 
is these few who propose to keep the channels of 
discussion open and to cherish respect for demon- 
strated facts and for the values of the scientific and 
humane spirit. They do not propose to surrender to 
wrath and unreason, but to do battle to the bitter 
end in the belief that hope, as Shelley says, can create 
from its own wreck the thing it contemplates. 


Although the following paragraphs deal with a 
single issue in this conflict between force and reason, 
deceit and respect for facts, they illustrate all too 
vividly the nature of the struggle now being waged. 
They show the lengths to which force will go in 
efforts to gain its end, the chicancery to which it will 
sink. Still more significant, perhaps, it shows how 
wide a currency may be given to a palpable lie, wit- 
tingly or unwittingly, by the press and by men pre- 
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Since Mr. Edmond- 
" son referred to Mr. 
Grant as the source of 
the story, I wrote to 
Mr. Grant on October 
20, asking him to be 
good enough to tell me 
where I could find the 
original document. In 
reply, Mr. Grant stated 
that some years ago he 
had received what “pur- 
ported”’ to be a copy of 
Franklin’s remarks be- 
fore the convention in 
Philadelphia, but had 
‘no information, what- 
ever as to the authenti- 
city of the paper.” 

Although I was pret- 
ty well convinced by this 
time that the Franklin 
“Prophecy” was a pure 
fabrication, I had been 
taught by bitter experi- 
ence the dangers of 
drawing a negative con- 
clusion. It was not easy 
in historical writing to 
prove a negative in the 
absence of authentic evi- 
dence. So I wrote to 
an old friend of mine, 
one of the outstanding scholars in the United 
States, a man most familiar with the writings of 
both Franklin and Pinckney. Should I mention 
his name, his authority would be immediately rec- 
ognized, but I must not bring him into this affair. 
To my inquiry this scholar replied that there are 
indications which make it almost certain that 
Pinckney did not keep a diary of convention pro- 
ceedings. He added that there is nowhere any 
evidence that Franklin ever made such a speech 
and that it is inconceivable that he should ever 
have done so. In addition, my friend declared 
flatly: “The alleged Franklin document is merely 
a forgery, and a crude one at that.” 

Although convinced by this scholar’s report that 
the Franklin ‘“‘Prophecy” was a crude forgery, I 
still had the historian’s suspicion that there might 
be somewhere in Franklin’s writings one or more 
remarks derogatory to the Jews, which could fur- 
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sheet put its headline as a question, then treated the alleged quotations as 
fact. The reader will note, as Dr. Beard points out, that even the language 
is not of the 18th century. 

The German clipping on the left is from the Angriff and the one below 
from the Volkischer Beobachter, both of recent date, as can be seen. The 
directing hand of the Nazi government news service is evident in the 
uniformity of headline and release date. (See Footnote on page 3). 
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I searched Franklin’s writings myself, and had 
searches made by scholarly assistants in the avail- 
able records, including the vast collections of 
Frankliniana in Philadelphia. I have sought the 
alleged Diary of Pinckney. 

All these searches have produced negative re- 
sults. I cannot find a single original source that 
gives the slightest justification for believing that 
the “Prophecy” is anything more than a bare-faced 
forgery. Not a word have I discovered in Frank- 
lin’s letters and papers expressing any such senti- 
ments against the Jews as ascribed to him by 
the Nazis — American and German. His well- 
known liberality in matters of religious opinions 
would, in fact, have precluded the kind of utter- 
ances put in his mouth by this palpable forgery. 
Had he or any members of the Constitutional con- 


scarcely possible that they would have allowed 
the opportunity to pass for putting a bar in the 
Constitution when provisions for the regulation 
of foreign commerce and for naturalization were 
up for consideration. The proceedings of the 
convention were secret and any member was free 
to speak his mind without fear of publicity. 
Franklin was then an old man beyond all earthly 
ambitions and spoke freely without thought of 
effects on his political career. In his writings on 
immigration, Franklin made no mention of dis- 
crimination against Jews. 

So much for the negative evidence to the effect 
that Franklin did not utter the sentiments expres- 
sed in the alleged “Prophecy” or say anything 
which could be twisted to imply that he entertain- 
ed any such views. On the other side there is 
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positive evidence that he held Jews in high re- 
gard. When the Hebrew Society of Philadelphia 
sought to raise money for ‘‘a religious house,” 
or synagogue, in Philadelphia, Franklin signed 
the petition of appeal for contributions to “citi- 
zens of every religious denomination,” and gave 
£5 himself to that fund. If he held the views 
falsely ascribed to him, he would scarcely have 
given money and lent his influence in the promo- 
tion of the Society’s project. 

Strange as it may seem to the creators and cir- 
culators of this alleged ‘‘Prophecy,” the only ra- 
cial immigration which Franklin feared was the 
influx of Germans, and he did not propose to 
set up a bar against them. In view of the fact 
that German Nazis make so much of the Franklin 
forgery, it seems fitting to include here just what 
Franklin did say about the Germans in a letter 
written in 1753: 


“I am perfectly of your mind that measures of great 
temper are necessary with the Germans; and am not 
without apprehension, that, through their indiscretion, 
or ours, or both, great disorders may one day arise 
among us. Those who come hither are generally the 
most stupid of their own nation, and as ignorance is 
often attended with credulity when knavery would mis- 
lead it, and with suspicion when honesty would set it 
right; and as few of the English understand the Ger- 
man language, and so cannot address them either from 
the press or the pulpit, it is almost impossible to re- 
move any ager they may entertain. Their clergy 
have very little influence on the people, who seem to 
take a pleasure in abusing and discharging the minister 
on every trivial occasion. Not being used to liberty 

know not how to make a modest use of it. And 
as Holben says of the young Hottentots, that they are 
not esteemed men until iy A shown their manhood 
by beating their mothers, so these seem not to think 
emselves free, till they can feel their liberty in abus- 
ing and insulting their teachers. Thus they are under 
no restraint from ecclesiastical government; they be- 
have, however, submissively enough at present to the 
civil government, which I wish they may continue to 
do, for I remember when they modestly declined inter- 
meddling in our elections, but now they come in 
droves and carry all before them, except in one or 
two counties. 

“Few of their children in the country know English. 
They import many books from Germany; and of the 
six printing houses in the province, two are entirely 
German, two half-German, half-English, and but two 
entirely English. They have one German newspaper, 
and one half-German. Advertisements, intended to be 
general, are now printed in Dutch and English. The 
signs in our streets have inscriptions in both languages, 
and some places only in German. They begin of late 
to make all their bonds and other legal instruments 
in their own language, which (though I think it ought 
not to be) are allowed good in our courts, where the 
German business so increases that there is continued 
need of interpreters; and I suppose in a few years 
they will also be necessary in the Assembly, to tell 
half of our legislators what the other half say. 

“In short, unless the stream of their importation 
could be turned from this to other colonies, as you 
very judiciously propose, they will soon so outnumber 
us that all the advantages we have will, in my opinion, 
be not able to preserve our language, and even our 
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government will become precarious.” 
One more point should be made in respect of 
this “Prophecy” ascribed to Franklin: The 
phraseology of the alleged “Prophecy” is not that 
of the eighteenth century; nor is the language 
that of Franklin. It contains certain words that 
belong to contemporary Germany rather than 
America of Franklin’s period. For example, the 
word “homeland” was not employed by Jews in 
Franklin’s time. It was created in connection with 
the Palestine mandate. Furthermore the return 
to Palestine, or Zionism, was not a popular move- 
ment at that time. Few, if anyone, dreamed that 
Palestine could then be wrested from Turkish 
rule and made a homeland for Jews. 

What is, then, the upshot? This alleged 
“Prophecy” ascribed to Franklin is a crude for- 
gery, and his name should be cleared of the crass 
prejudices attributed to him. There is in our 
historical records no evidence whatever of any 
basis for the falsehood. Whoever encounters this 
piece of propaganda should nail it at once. If the 
gentlemen who have given it currency have any 
honor, they will either produce their proof or 
publicly confess their offence. 

Those willing to attack character in the name 
of falsehood may go their way, but unless the 
spirit of scholarship and fair play is dead in 
America they will be challenged at every point 
in their sinuous career. 
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JEWISH FRONTIER 


Arab Factor in Palestine 


UCH CONFUSION and perplexity prevail among us 
with regard to the Arab issue.* Some dismiss it as 
insignificant while others regard it as decisive, and both 
are exaggerated views. Indeed, none of our political prob- 
lems is subject to as many quack solutions as the Arab 
Problem. One of these solutions is summed up in the 
term Bi-National State. If the term Bi-National is intended 
| to point to the fact that in Palestine there are Jews 
and Arabs, then the denotation is correct; but the indica- 
tion of a fact solves no problem. No one in the Zionist 
movement seeks the expulsion of the Arabs from 
Palestine. On the other hand, if the term Bi-National 
means the establishment in Palestine of political equality 
between Jews and Arabs regardless of their numerical 
proportions, then this is a vague version of a clearer and 
more concrete term—that of political parity. Our move- 
ment requires such political parity during the transitional 
iod of the mandatory administration. In fact, the 
enteenth Zionist Congress declared that the Jewish 
people aim to bring about in Palestine peaceful and amic- 
able relations between Jews and Arabs on the principles 
that, “regardless of the numerical size of either of the two 
_— neither shall dominate or be dominated by the 
er. 


However, the main political problem of the Arab factor 
does not consist in the achievement of peaceful relations 
between the Jewish and Arab inhabitants of Palestine. 
It is not a question of the relations between two existing 
and static national bodies, living together in one territorial 
or political frame. Palestine to us is not the land of its 
existing inhabitants. Our right in Palestine is not the 
right of the Palestinian Jews, but of the entire Jewish 
people which is scattered the world over and of which 
only 3% live in Palestine. The importance of Palestine 
for the Jewish people lies not in its being the habitat of 
400,000 Jews, but in its being a place for continuous and 
expanding Jewish immigration. From this viewpoint, 
there is in the term Bi-National a perversion of ideas and 
a national danger. 

This term, unless it be void of any content, means that 
with regard to Palestine the Jews and Arabs share equally 
in the governing institutions of the country for the dura- 
tion of the mandatory period, regardless of the respective 
numbers of Jews and Arabs resident in the country during 
this period. But to say that Palestine is a land of two 
nations, the Jewish nation and the Arab nation, is a 
double perversion of Zionist truth, both with regard to 
the Jews and to the Arabs. For, the rights of the Jews 
in Palestine are different from the rights of the Arabs; 
and the difference in these rights is not formal but essen- 
tial and reaches the essence of the Palestine problem. Pales- 
tinian Arabs have the rights proper to all inhabitants of the 
country. Armenian and Ethiopian inhabitants of Palestine 
are entitled to the same rights even though their numbers 
are small. . However, the Arabs of Syria, Iraq, or Saudia, 
have no rights in Palestine. On the other hand, the right 
which the Jews have in Palestine, is their right not as 
inhabitants of the country, but as Jews, whether they live 
in Palestine or in any other country. The fundamental 
Jewish right, the right which some Arabs deny and which 
is the main issue in the present struggle, the right which 
is our only national hope—is in reality the right in Pales- 
tine of non-Palestinian Jews, the right of immigration. It 


*Delivered before the Council of the Histadrut at a recent session. 
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is not the strained relations between the Palestinian Jews 
and their neighbors that is the real difficulty in Palestine. 
In the main, the Arabs are not contesting the civil rights 
of the Palestinian Jews. Even the Mufti did not dare 
state clearly before the Royal Commission that he would 
deny the rights of those Jews who are already living in 
Palestine. I do not mean to imply that the eixsting Yishuv 
is safe. The Assyrians of Iraq had no claims of immigra- 
tion, yet the Arabs massacred them and forced them out 
of their native land which they had inhabitated for 
thousands of years. At all events, the motto of the recent 
uprising was not the expulsion of the Jews from Pales- 
tine, but the stopping of further immigration. The fight 
of the Arabs, their a and political fight, is car- 
ried on against Jewish immigration. And this right of 
Jewish immigration stands as a contradiction to the Bi- 
National theory. The Jewish and Arab claims are not 
equal with regard to Palestine; nor are there any moral, 
political, or realistic grounds for such equality. 

The Arab inhabitants of the country are entitled to all 
civil and political rights, not only as individuals but also 
as a national body, in absolute equality with the Jews. 
But these rights affect solely and exclusively the Arabs 
of Palestine. They consider themselves native Palestinians 
and are entitled to all the rights and privileges of native 
citizens. However, non-Palestinian Arabs—inhabitants of 
Syria, Iraq, and Saudia—have their own native lands and 
their own states. They have neither needs nor rights, 
politically or morally, in Palestine. This is not the case 
with the Jewish people, a people deprived of a homeland, 
of soil and of work in the whole world. Palestine is 
their only homeland; and all Jews have a share in it and 
a right to come to it. This - is endangered when the 
term Bi-National State is used, when the Jewish People 
and the Arab People are viewed in the same light with 
regard to Palestine. A Bi-National State may mean either 
both Jewish and Arab immigration or the prohibition of 
Jewish as well as Arab immigration, or it may mean that 
Palestine belongs either to the Jews and Arabs who in- 
habit it or to all the Jews and to all the Arabs in the 
world. Both these assumptions are false and would under- 
mine the very foundation of Zionism. Palestine is not 
called upon to solve a problem of two peoples, but of one 
people—the only people on earth that has no homeland 
outside of Palestine. This solution is not sought at the 
expense of the Palestine Arabs. , There is room in Pales- 
tine for all its present inhabitants, Jews and Arabs, and 
for the whole Jewish people. 

One of our complaints against British officialdom since 
the disturbances is that it attempted, and still attempts, to 
make of Palestine not only an issue between the native 
Arabs and the Jewish people, but also an issue between the 
two nationalities: the entire Jewish people of the world on 
the one hand, and the entire Arab people on the other. 
Shall we then voluntarily aid the government in this dan- 
gerous misinterpretation of the mandate? 

We must not permit ourselves, both from the moral 
and from the political standpoint, to shut our eyes to the 
existence of the Arabs in Palestine and to their just needs 
and rights as citizens as well as a national body. On 
the other hand, we must not permit ourselves through un- 
informed excessive generosity to create in Palestine rights 
and interests for Arab groups who have neither need for 
land nor have any moral or political grounds for interven- 
tion in Palestinian affairs. 
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In considering the disturbances, we must also avoid mis- 
interpretation. On the one hand, we must guard against 
the false idealization of Arab violence, in the Communists’ 
vein, as the heroism of a people fighting for its freedom 
and fatherland. On the other leak we must not disregard 
the national factors which undoubtedly played a part in 
the acts of vandalism, sabotage and murder. We cannot 
regard the riots solely as an intrigue of foreign powers or 
as the work of a treacherous administration. No doubt, 
non-Arabs had a hand in the disturbances: Fascists and 
Communists, and perhaps other elements. But the Arabs 
“too” took part in their perpetration. In the disturbances 
Arab nationalism came to the fore in all its untamed 
barbarism and brutality, a nationalism whose method of 
action is violence and whose aim is subjugation and op- 
pression. This is not a movement for national liberty, 
as we understand such movements. This movement that 
began after the war, has never sought to improve the 
conditions of the Arab people, nor produced any positive 
assets, socially, culturally, or economically. Its main con- 
tribution to the history of the country in the past two 
decades consist in the riots of 1920, 1921, 1929 and 
1936. It is no coincidence that the riots have increased 
with each new outbreak. These riots “educate” the Arab 
masses, and we must not disregard or belittle the results 
of this “education”. 


The latest upheaval, though it did more damage to the 
Arabs than to us, had a deep effect on the political educa- 
tion of the Arab masses. It strengthened their national 
solidarity and deepened their sense of kinship with out- 
side Arabs. 

We must find a way to reach the Arab people and its 
national movement, a way that would lead to understand- 
ing, to peace and to economic as well as poiltical — 
tion. This is not easy; but it is not impossible. ere 
is no point in optimistic delusions, but there is no ground 
for despair. 

Since the Prague Congress we have made many efforts 
to reach an agreement with Arab leaders both in Palestine 
and in the neighboring countries. These efforts continued 
down to and during the disturbances. While nothing of 
significance resulted, it was not altogether wasted effort. 
Through these attempts at mutual understanding, .some 
important points of contact were discovered, and some 
promising possibilities of ultimate accord came to light. 

In this connection, I must admit to an erroneous view 
I held some years back. At the Ahduth Ha-Avodah Con- 
ference in Ein Harod 13 years ago, I answered the ques- 
tion “On what grounds shall we meet the heads of the 
Arab movement” with these words: “We shall never 
reach an agreement with the heads of this movement. 
The way to the Effendis and rulers of the Arab people, 
though it be the shortest and simplest, is not our way. 
We must follow a longer and more difficult way—namely, 
the way to the Arab worker. We have no common 
ground with the ruling class of the Arab people; but we 
have a common ground, though as yet in theory more than 
in reality, with the Arab workers”. 


I still believe now, as I did then, in the bond between 
us and the Arab workers, though the basis for this bond 
is still a matter of theory. But today I would not say 
that the way to mutual understanding is solely through 
the Arab worker. We must find the way to the Arab 
people both in Palestine and in the neighboring countries 
through contact and negotiation with their spokesmen, 
whoever these are. Today, as at the time of the Ein 
Harod Conference, “the Arab worker does not exist as an 
independent force or political factor’’. We cannot keep 
aloof from the Arab people and its national movement 
solely because the Arab worker does not as yet head it. 
True, we must lend all our moral support and organiza- 
tional backing to the Arab worker, and help him rise 
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economically, socially and politically. However, we can- 
not decide for the Arab people as to who should be its 
representatives, nor can we allow ourselves to put off our 
negotiations with the Arabs until such time when their 
workers can speak for themselves. The new alliance 
between France and Russia was concluded between Laval 
on the one hand and Litvinov on the other. Every nation 
selects such representatives as it desires at the time. If we 
recognize our need of mutual understanding with the 
Arab le, we must negotiate with those on whom the 
people depend at the time. 


We have been trying to reach those who now represent 
the Arab people in order to find a way to political accord. 
We shall not cease trying until we succeed. We have not 
been successful in our efforts till now for a number of 
reasons. The chief reason is our weakness. In the eyes 
of the Arabs, we are not yet sufficiently strong to be con- 
sidered worthy allies. International relations are as yet 
determined by interests rather than by just claims. We 
shall never win over the Arabs by endeavoring to convince 
them of the justice of our national aspirations. Was it 
because of his love for the Soviet regime that Laval formed 
an agreement with Litvinov ?—no more than it was because 
of England’s love for justice that she defended Belgium 
during the war. In order to form an alliance we must 
become a power worthy of alliance. 

The most important factor in the hope for mutual 
understanding between us and the Arabs, is our growth in 
Palestine; and the fact that the riots are protests against 
such growth does not contradict this truth. While it is 
true that each new outbreak is more violent than the 
preceding one, we must not overlook these facts: namely, 
that the last disturbances occurred not during the years of 
prosperity, but at the beginning of the depression which 
resulted from the Ethiopian War; that the Arab losses 
from the disturbances left their marks; and that the re- 
sistive and defensive strength of the Yishuv has had an 
educational effect on the opposite camp. As our growth 
in Palestine becomes a political fact, so does it deepen 
the realization of the Arab politicians that it is a fact to 
reckon with and accept. Arab leaders of the neighboring 
countries whose political vision is broader, do not identify 
themselves entirely with the bitter opposition to Zionism 
of their Palestinian colleagues. 

Another reason that our negotiations with the Arabs 
have so far been unsuccessful is the weakness of the Arab 
national movement. In reality there is no consolidated 
Arab movement, but various family cliques competing with 
one another for influence and position. This situation 
nullifies any attempt at a Jewish-Arab agreement. No 
leader who may be ready for an agreement with the Jews, 
will dare voice his opinion for fear of being denounced as 
a traitor by his opponents. In this primitive background, 
it is easier to win over the masses by arousing national 
hatred than by concrete, far-seeing statesmanship. 

A third reason for our lack of success in attempting to 
effect an agreement with the Arabs is the wavering attitude 
of British policy. We cannot say that the Palestine Gov- 
ernment has gone out of its way to bring about a recon- 
ciliation between Arabs and Jews. 

Despite the lack of official or semi-official accord 
between us and the Arab movement, however, it is errone- 
ous to think that our continuous attempts at an understand- 
ing have met with complete failure. There are influential 
Arab circles which view the Jewish factor in a positive 
light both from an economic and from a gees stand- 
point. There is also a noticeable ‘Jewish orientation” 
among the Arabs, similar to the “English orientation” and 
“Arab orientation” that exists among us. 

We shall not find a common language with the Arab 
national movement until we learn to see things from an 
Arab point of view. Just as we regard our existence as 
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an end in itself, so the Arabs too their eixstence 
mot as a means to something ulterior, but as an end in 
itself. Our political orientations are determined not only 
by their intrinsic ethical merit, but by their practical 
utility; why, then, should we expect Arab “sympathies” 
to be determined otherwise? The pro-Jewish orientation 
among the Arabs will be ml wesc 5 if we succeed in con- 
vincing them that cooperation with the Jews and with 
Zionism will be to their advantage politically as well as 
economically; and that the Jewish factor is not temporary 
and powerless but cogent and lasting; and that its presence 
in Palestine is a historical fact not to be saniiek: or dis- 
regarded. 

We must not regard the Arab factor merely as some- 
thing which may benefit or harm us. We deal with an 
independently functioning body having its own will, its 
own needs, and its own capacity. Estimates may vary as 
to the strength of its will, the extent of its needs, and the 
scope of its capacities; but there can be no doubt as to its 
actuality. We cannot formulate an “Arab” program solely 
in accordance with our needs and our aims. The Arabs 
are not obliged to be a means to our end. We must 
ask ourselves: to what degree does the program fit the 
needs of the Arabs and their aspirations? Without a 
 prviaonge and truthful answer to this question we 
shall achieve nothing. 

On this account, I do not favor the organization of the 
Arab worker solely from the viewpoint of our needs and 
hopes. The organization of the Arab worker will take 

lace if it is done for his sake. It will endure if it satis- 
his needs, not ours. If the Arab worker needs organ- 
ization, it is for the betterment of his material lot and 
the improvement of his working conditions, not for the 
sake of increased Jewish immigration. Those who see in 
one union for Jews and Arabs the solution to our political 
problems—which center around the problem of immigra- 
tion—do not regara the Arab worker as a self-motivated 
entity, but as an instrument in our hands. The Arab 
worker or Fellah, being as much an Arab as the Jewish 
worker is Jew, will never become an instrument in our 
hands, but will insist on his own will, his own needs, 
and his own aspirations. Individual exceptions are pos- 
sible. An individual Arab worker or intellectual may, with- 
out ulterior motive of material gain, be lured by the 
social and cultural aspects of the Jewish workers’ movement 
and devote himself to it wholeheartedly. These are in- 
dividual exceptions and do not represent the body of 
Arab workers, the masses of Arab Fellaheen, or the Arab 
intelligentzia. We need the cooperation not of the excep- 
tional exotic Arab, but of the — of the Arab 
people as it is, and as it is or © be sure, con- 
sciously and unconsciously, Arab life and development 
is influenced by us. Our presence in the land, our econ- 
omic, cultural, social, and organizational activities, serve 
as a factor in the development of Arab life. But the di- 
rection of this development is not determined by our will 
and needs, but by the will and needs of the Arabs. They 
are not obliged to accept our standards of values. To many 
of us it may a that this or that is the need of the 
Arab worker or Fellah. But as long as the latter does 
not, himself, feel that need, it is not his need. The Arab 
worker or Fellah is not clay in a potter's hand; particularly 
if the hand is non-Arab. 

The organization of the Arab “worker depends on his 
own needs. It will take — and it will grow—if it is 
to the advantage of the Arab worker. Indirectly it will 
also be to our advantage. The raising of living standards 
among Arab workers will help us guard our own high 
standards. All cooperative action with the Arabs in gen- 
eral, and particularly with the Arab workers, when it is 
to the benefit of both them and ourselves, is directly also 
a political blessing. It enhances peace in the land. We 
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must, therefore, expand the economic and social coopera- 
tion between us and the Arabs as far as we can: between 
Jewish workers and Arab workers, between Jewish farm- 
ers and Arab farmers, between merchants and manufactur- 
ers, of both nationalities. Every cooperative effort of this 
type is useful in itself and enhances the cause of peace. 
But economic cooperation does not solve the political prob- 
lem, and we must find a way to polascal 3 cooperation. 
Such —- will be possible when a common ground 
is created for political partnership for which the first con- 
dition is the existence of the two partners. As yet, 
not all the Arabs consider the Jew as a political entity. 
They still hope to retain sole ownership of the land 
politically, and sole ownership appeals to them more 
than even successful partnership. 

It is no coincidence that the Arab leaders in the 
neighboring countries are more inclined to Jewish- 
Arab political cooperation than Palestinian Arab leaders. 
Distance broadens the horizon and clarifies perspective. 
The forest is not hidden by the multitude of trees. There 
are, however, other factors operating in the Palestinian 
Arab movement. 


The darkest and most ominous days in the recent dis- 
turbances were not the days of the riots in Jaffa, of the 
_— attacks from ambush, or of the horrors in Safed, 

ut rather the days of Nuri Pasha. It seemed to us then, 
that, with the connivance of the local and thaps even 
of the London government, we were oltely facing not 
only an uprising of the Palestine Arabs, but an anti-Zionist 
confederation of the entire Arab world, of Saudia, 
Transjordan, Yemman, Syria, Iraq and Egypt. It seemed 
that the real mastery of Palestine, which it some months 
was held not by the Mandatory Government but by the 
“Supreme Moslem Council”, ed into the hands of a 
pan-Arab representation which dictated not only to us 
Jews but also to “His Majesty's Government”. Thanks 
to our desperate efforts made late in August and early in 
September in Jerusalem, London and elsewhere, this men- 
ace was removed. Nuri Pasha was exiled and the London 
Government published on, September 7th, a statement 
declaring that it could not tolerate the methods of 
violence and terrorism with which Arab leaders sought to 
influence His Majesty's Government; that such acts must 

romptly and vigorously be put to an end. As we know, 
locos on its way from London to Jerusalem and to the 
Hills of Nablus, the order lost much of its vigor 
and the end was put off from day to day. Finally 
the Arab kings again intervened, and the strike and the 
violence ended as if “by themselves”. The hidden hand 
continued for a long time—and for all we know is still 
continuing—to frighten the authorities with the Pan-Arab 
scare-crow of a combined anti-Zionist uprising of Syria, 
Iraq and Saudia. ° 

In the meantime, however, the whole front has changed. 
Nuri Pasha, who placed himself or was placed at the head 
of the anti-Zionist alliance of the Arab world, has been 
removed from his position and is now an exile in Egypt. 
The new government of Iraq turns its back upon the Pan- 
Arab world. Iran (Persia) and Turkey, the two powerful 
neighbors of Iraq, interest her more than the intrigues 
of the family clique of the Arab nobility in distant Pal- 
estine. The “Supreme Moslem Council” which vowed 
to ban the Royal Commission, sent a delegation to Iraq. 
The delegation was quietly told that the Iraq Government 
could not disregard the blessings of the Zionist undertak- 
ing for the entire Near East; and that this government 
did not view with favor the violent fight of the Palestine 
Arabs against the Mandate and the Mandatory Govern- 
ment. At the return of the delegation, the Supreme 
Council broke its vow and appeared before the Royal 
Commission. 

In Syria, the other center of the Pan-Arab movement, 
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an autonomous government was in the meantime estab- 
lished. The a of organizing a self-govern- 
ing state now falls upon the Syrian leaders. They must 
now solve economic, financial, military and social prob- 
lems with their own resources. They can no longer be 
satisfied with propaganda and political agitation against 
the foreigners, the Zionists. They must now worry about 
unemployment, taxation, defense. On top of all this, 
they are facing trouble from another source. At the end 
of the war, France had sliced off the district of Alexandretta, 
a Turkish speaking region, from the defeated Ottoman 
Empire, and included it in the Syria Mandate. Now, 
before the ink had dried on her Treaty of Self-Govern- 
ment, Syria was challenged by the Turkish Government 
with a forceful demand that she return the District. In 
fact Turkey has already gotten half her wish, for, with 
the approval of England, the District of Alexandretta was 
declared autonomous with Turkish as the official lan- 
guage. Now self-governing Syria is facing the danger 
of spreading Turkish influence as Turkey is becoming a 
powerful political factor in the Near East. More than 
ever, Syria is now interested in gaining friends, and is 
not likely to belittle the Jewish factor as she had done 
before. 


Our importance to the Arab world around us does not 
depend on one phraseological version or another of our 
national aspirations, but on the actual power which we will 
attain in this country. Our friendship with the Arab 
people will be achieved not only because we need it, but 
also because they will need it. We shall not achieve an 
easier understanding with the Arabs by limiting the scope 
of Zionism in theory and in practice. A weak, exigous, 
undetermined Jewish Yishuv is no political ally. Our 
rapid growth in strength, which is needed in itself, is 
also a primary expedient for an eventual political partner- 
ship between Zionism and the renascent Arab people 
around us. This partnership which already exists in 
tentiality looks towards a rapid materialization of Zionism 
in all its political content and scope. 


. There may still be some harsh clashes ahead of us. 
We are still facing grave dangers on both fronts—the 
English and the Arab. Only through the intensification 
of our efforts and strength, economically, politically, moral- 
ly, and physically, can we withstand these dangers, and 
render alien and hostile forces helpful and friendly. In 
the wide world our strength is almost null. Among the 
mighty powers now engaged in struggle we are insignificant. 
But in this small corner of the globe, in Palestine—we are 
a decisive factor. The fate of Palestine will be deter- 
mined by us. This is the decree of the history of the 
Jewish people and of the history of Palestine. For, we 
are the only people on earth for whom the question of 
Palestine is a question of life and death. 

Our strength and hope in Palestine are based upon the 
singularity of our relation to the country; upon the singu- 
larity of our historic status in this place; and upon the 
singularity of destiny and vital interests that bind us, and 
oats us to this land. In the conflicting forces against 
which we come in our historic progress, we must dis- 
tinguish between temporary, and between fundamental 
and immutable historical forces. The temporary forces 
sometimes aid and sometimes hinder us; but in the scale 
of history, only the fundamental and permanent forces 
activating our effort, will hold the balance. These are: 

The horrible distress of the Jewish masses abroad. 

The creative powers and the will for redemption alive 
within us. 

latent possibilities of this barren and impoverished 
land. 


The blessing which the Zionist effort brings to Palestine, 
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They Multiplied Our Graves 


IX A DARK night, on their way home from a 
house-warming, feeling safe, rested and joy- 
ful, three of our comrades fell. They felt safe. 
Why should they have not felt safe and peaceful ? 
They had nothing on their consciences to cause 
them any feeling of uneasiness. They came will- 
ingly to Lower Galilee, a far-off and remote corner 
in Palestine. For years this part of our land was 
neglected and desolate. Year after year, the 
fields scorched with thirst, lay dry, parched, with- 
out rain or dew. And the only thing they were 
able to give those who so negligently worked 
them, was poverty and isolation. Life here 
was desolate and full of hardships. The moun- 
tains stood still, dead and hopeless, with their 
grey and greenish black stones, hopeless and for- 
lorn like the life of the several dozens of their 
inhabitants. 


But when these villages were first founded, 
Lower Galilee was a great step forward, a new 
way, a vision. When the colonies in Judah, with 
their vineyards and Arab labor failed both spirit- 
ually and economically, old Baron Rothschild de- 
cided uopn a new plan for Jewish colonization. 
A stretch of land between Tiberias and Nazareth 
was purchased. Young people, sons of the old 
settlers in Zichron-Jacob and Rosh-Pinah, those 
of the second generation of Jewish settlers who 
still remained in the country, natives, who knew 
their neighbors closely, spoke their language, 
lived and worked like the neighbors themselves, 
came to this region in Galilee with the purpose 
of establishing a real agricultural economy. They 
were to sow wheat and barley, plow with oxen, 
inhabit small huts, live meagerly but on their own. 

And this poor village in Galilee had attracted 
the best Jewish pioneering youth of the Second 
Aliyah. Galilee was then a magic word. Judah, 
with its wealthy orange groves and vineyards, 
with the empty settlements, without any young 
people in them, Rishon Le’Zion with its Alliance 
Israelite Francaise education, and Petach Tikvah 
with its Arab serfdom, simply disgusted the 
newcomer. This was not the Palestine one 
dreamed of and desired. The only refuge, the 
only corner left, where it was still possible to 
continue to web the ideal of a wholesome life, 
was Lower Galilee with its four poverty-stricken 
Jewish villages. These were real villages and 
real farmers who plowed and sowed, harvested 
and threshed, and looked at the sky in search of 
a cloud that might bring rain. These were farmers 
with new hopes at the beginning of every working 
year, hopes which never came true, but which 
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renewed themselves, and grew wings, and made 
men pull along in life, stubbornly and tirelessly. 
And there also, in the mountains of Nazareth, 
among the black basalt rocks that lie cracked 
and scattered and give Galilee the aspect of an 
old deserted house, there originated the basic 
ideas of the Second:Aliyah. There the Hashomer 
was founded, the organization of pride in free- 
dom, self-defense and heroism. There also 
started the Hachoresh, the first threads of the 
new labor economy. Practically everything that 
the new Palestine prides itself in had its beginning 
in those far-off days among the black grey moun- 
tains of Nazareth and Tiberias. 


Long years passed. Galilee was forgotten. 
Zionist colonization has founded many new, beau- 
tiful settlements in the valleys, based on new 
social and economic principles. Poverty was be- 
ing forced out by human effort. Water began to 
flow over the thirsty Palestine soil.- Grain fields 
lay fresh and abundant with crops. But these 
new songs have not reached Galilee. It remained 
far, isolated and neglected, and destitution de- 
stroyed its life. The people, weary and forlorn, 
sank deeper and deeper. 


However, a miracle happened. An attempt 
was made to find water in Jabniel. Everybody 
laughed. Water in these wild mountains! The 
Galilee farmers restlessly watched the drill bore 
deep in their mountains. They watched it uproot 
rocks, black and green basalt. But these stones 
were dry like the bones of the old graves which 
they sometime dug up while plowing the thirsty 
fields. Will water come? It came! It came 
suddenly, unexpectedly. It came with the sixty- 
third meter. They were afraid to believe that 
it was really water. A small pump was installed. 
Their wants were but little. The pump began 
to draw water. It flowed ceaselessly. Water 
without end. It flowed day and night. A larger 
pump was installed, and still a larger. Only then 
did they realize that there was water, a sea of 
water. There would be enough not only for 
several dozens of families in Jabniel, but for 
many more families, for large fields in Galilee. 


And a ray of new life and new hope arose in 
the lifeless hearts and deadened eyes. Galilee 
will turn green. Life too will become green. 
New, young, fresh, live people will arrive.  Ir- 
gunim, Kevutsoth, young men, young women with 
song and laughter. New blood would flow in 
Galilee. And this hope too came true. Halu- 
tzim appeared on the desolate roads of Galilee. 
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They were in search of a day’s work, but within 
their hearts they dreamed of a green Galilee. 
In Jabniel the Rothschild administration agreed 
to colonize Irgun, to settle people on the land 
which was now freed and enlarged by virtue of 


the discovery of water. Old dreams and songs 
have started anew in the mountains of Galilee. 
Small village huts began to be built. Light was 
introduced into these homes. Young people 
moved in. Mothers pressed children to their 


Three Problems 


Ete MOST VITAL problems of the Jewish 


community are: Immigration, Land, Labor. 
The Arab-Jewish issue flows from them. 


IMMIGRATION 

The freedom of movement, the right to mig- 
rate freely, is as much a conquest of civilization as 
is the right of free speech. The slave was able to 
move about only as his owner directed him. The 
serf was chained to the land he was born on. 
There he lived, worked and died. He was 
bought and sold with the land. In modern times 
enlightened countries granted to all the right to 
come and go freely. For many years, people 
moved from country to country as they do now 
from city to city, without passport or visa. The 
World War ended that freedom. The fear, sus- 
picion and hatred engendered by the War have 
caused all nations to lock their gates against new- 
comers. There is very little immigration now. 
The communities generally, and their labor move- 
ments, oppose immigration. ‘Jewish Palestine is 
the only place in the world where the community 
and the labor movement demand more and still 
more immigration. Immigration i is the hope of 
Jewish Palestine, because that is the hope of the 
Jews in Poland, Germany, Roumania and other 
countries. Jewish immigration is the salvation of 
all Palestine, Jewish and non-Jewish. Thus, the 
Jewish demand for immigration to the full extent 
of economic possibilities is both an advantage to 
the country and a vindication of the principle of 
free migration. 

Immigration, as understood by the Jews in Pal- 
estine, must not be confused with the so-called 
doctrines of evacuation and colonization. Evacu- 
ation, the removal of Jews from the countries in 
which they now live, as superfluous human beings, 
is a sort of racial Malthusianism. Economic Mal- 
thusianism, the theory that there are too many 
people for the world’s food supply, has long been 
exploded. Evacuation in our case means that 
there are too many Jews in a given country, and 
they must be gotten rid of. Starvation and assas- 
sination being too slow a process, colonization 
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hearts. There was life again. 

On their way home from the house-warming of 
such a new village hut, the three comrades walked 
leisurely and thought of their life and work. 
They thought of light and green fields and young 
hearty children in grey, destitute Galilee. But 
dark people in a dark night have annihilated this 
sacred, human joy, killed it and destroyed it. 
And in this region of new life, they multiplied 
the number of our graves. 


® by Joseph Schlossberg 


must make evacuation possible. It is clear that 
the same country cannot both evacuate and colon- 
ize. Two separate countries must cooperate: one, 
the colonizing country, must be willing to accom- 
modate the other. There are no such cooperating 
countries. The Jews are wanted nowhere. 

The idea of evacuation is as obnoxious and of- 
fensive as anything emanating from Fascists or 
Nazis could be. There are no superfluous people 
in any country. A population may be larger than 
a badly mismanaged country can sustain, but that 
makes superfluous no particular part of the popu- 
lation. 

The Jews who have lived in a country for cen- 
turies cannot but resent being stigmatized as 
superfluous people in that country. Colonization 
in order to separate the “superfluous” Jews from 
the “legitimate” population, as lepers are separ- 
ated from healthy persons, is a denial of all pro- 
gress of the human race. Evacuation, and the 
colonization that is part of it, is a shame, a 
crime. While compulsory evacuation is destruc- 
tive, the right of voluntary migration is vital. 
That is what immigration to Palestine means: 
that is what colonization in Palestine means. 


LAND 

For thirteen centuries Palestine has been under 
the domination of rich effendis, landowners. 
They allowed the soil to become covered with 
swamps, sand-dunes and stones. To the extent 
that the Jews have acquired land, sold to them by 
Arabs voluntarily, and at high prices, they have 
cured it of the swamps and freed it of sand and 
stone. The Jews have done more, much more, 
than make the soil wholesome and fruitful. They 
have inaugurated a new principle in land owner- 
ship. All the land that is bought by the Jewish 
National Fund is national property, not private 
property; owned by the Jewish people collectively 
through the Keren Kayemeth. That land is freed 
for all time from the curse of speculation and pro- 
fiteering. The Keren Kayemeth gives, what may 
be regarded as moral freedom to the soil even as 
the Histadrut and the labor colonies give physical 
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and spiritual freedom to the halutzim. Little Pal- 
estine is the only place in the world where the 
principle of land nationalization is applied, volun- 
tarily, and despite obstruction by government and 
neighbors. The Jewish National Fund is freeing 
mother earth from the bondage and disgrace of 
schacher-macher, and consecrating her to the 
noble maternal duty of feeding her loving child- 
ren. That is what Jewish land in Palestine means 
if owned by the Keren Kayemeth. 


LABOR 

Throughout the ages, labor has been stigmat- 
ized as an indignity, as a badge of shame. In 
Jewish Palestine Labor has been freed from in- 
dignity. Under the guidance of the Histadrut 
work has become a religion. Work, socially-use- 
ful work, is sacred. The great ambition of the 
Pioneer is to work on land, in a kvutza or moshav. 
There more than anywhere else one sees clearly 
how his own efforts help to build up the country. 
The emancipation of the soil and the dedication of 
it to the welfare of the people, inspires the idealist 
pioneer more than anything else. But all soci- 
ally needed work must be done by Jews, and it 
makes no difference what. Jews must be able to 
do everything that the community needs. 

Work in Sodom, at the southern end of the 
Dead Sea, hundreds of feet below the sea level, is 
killing. Very few can stand it for more than sev- 
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eral months at a time. It means harder work and, 
perhaps, less pay, than on another job. But since 
the upbuilding of the country requires it, this work 
must be done. The job is manned willingly. 

Work in quarries near Haifa or Jerusalem is 
much more disagreeable than other work. But 
the new Hadassah hospital, and other Jewish 
buildings, must be built. There must be no lack of 
building material. Jews master the trade of stone 
breaking. They work alone, where the Arabs are 
hostile, as in Jerusalem; they work with the 
Arabs, where those are friendly, as in Haifa. 

Jews plead with the government to enlist them 
as regular or special policemen. Those are dan- 
gerous jobs, nowadays. But somebody must 
maintain order, and protect life and property. 
The halutz Jew fights for his right to do his share 
in this hazardous work. - 

Driving a car for a livelihood is neither socially 
nor economically prosperous anywhere. In Pales- 
tine, however, the chauffer has become a hero. 
He drives his car, and carries his passengers, un- 
der a hail of bullets. Facing death, he does his 
duty loyally. The Jew must be able to do every- 
thing; therefore, he must do all kinds of work, 
and under all circumstances. The lecturer at the 
university and the porter in the street are com- 
rades in doing useful work. 

Both the right and the duty to work are sacred. 
The education of the young ones is based on such 
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teachings. It is this attitude towards work that 
has made the Histadrut so powerful, the greatest 
single force in Jewish Palestine. That is the most 
hopeful feature of Palestine. Person for person, 
the members of the Histadrut are no better and 
no worse than others. But collectively, in their 
social philosophy and purposes, they are different 
and superior. In this fact—not in the accident of 
better individuals—lies the assurance of Pales- 
tine’s future. Wherever you go you strike your 
shins against the Histadrut. ‘‘Histadrutism’’ is 
the spirit that is building Palestine and making it 
the hope and pride of the Jewish people. 

These, then, are the three great problems of 
Jewish Palestine: 
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Immigration: This means rescuing more Jews 
from the hell that is known as central and eastern 
Europe, and more builders for Palestine. 

Land: The more land in the hands of Keren 
Kayemeth, the more prosperous the country, be- 
cause idle and useless land is made useful and 
fruitful. 

Labor: The Jewish immigrants in Palestine are 
building up an army of intelligent, efficient and 
enthusiastic workers such as the country never had 
before and never could have under the effendi 
regime. 

The successful solution of those three problems 
will make Palestine a happy land for Jew and non- 
Jew. 


TWO COMMUNICATIONS 


STATEMENT BY STRIKERS 


EDITORS OF THE JEWISH FRONTIER: 


Oo’ MONDAY, March 15, 200 maintenance employees 
of the Brooklyn Jewish Hospital, 555 Prospect Place, 
Brooklyn, staged a sit-down in protest against their miser- 
able living conditions. Their demands were a 25% increase 
in wages and union recognition. At the present time these 
employees are working for wages as low as $10.00 per 
week, and 10 to 12 hours a day. 

This action was met with the most brutal police attack 
New York City has witnessed in many years. The hospital 
through its Secretary, Max Abelman, swore out warrants for 
19 strikers, including the President of the Union, Fred 
Gardner. Charging them with violating Penal Law No. 
1910, the Hospital authorities claimed that the workers 
had broken their contract of employment thereby endanger- 
ing the lives of patients po harming property. 
police attack lasted over an hour at which time doors were 
smashed and wiadows broken. 


This strike was called after a year's attempt to negotiate 
with the Hospital Authorities, who hired labor spies from 
the infamous Seine Audit and Inspection Bureau. They 
also hired “guards and thugs” to break the organization 
of the workers. 

On Wednesday, March 17th, a re-strike was called with 
80% of the maintenance employees participating. Our 
demand then was the withdrawal of the charges against 
the arrested workers. Again the Hospital Authorities called 
in the police, arresting 39 more strikers on the same charge; 
they were held for Special Session under $100.00 Bail. 

This No. 1910 of the Penal Code was dug out of musty 
statute books. Its origin cannot be traced, but it is believed 
by good authority that the law was originated in the days of 
indentured bond servants. It can be traced to 1870 in New 
York State, and there are no records of any convictions. 

The Hospital claims that it spent $80,000.00 additional 
in wages for 1936. This may be true as many new jobs 
were created such as an additional purchasing agent and as- 
sistant at $5,000.00 and $2,000.00 per year respectively. 
The hiring of labor spies, guards and thugs will take up a 
large part of the $80,000 and with increases to professional 
employees, little is left for the maintenance employees. 

The Nazi press throughout the world has seized upon 
this opportunity to prove their claim that “Jews are the 
root of all evil”. This is unfortunate since it plays into 
the hands of the anti-Semites. 

The Hospital Employees Union is a progressive, anti- 
fascist organization, and has many Jewish refugees. 


The board of directors of the Jewish Hospital has 
seized upon every opportunity to discredit the strike. Re- 
cently a time keeper, Sam Eisner (a scab), jumped into 
the bay to avoid payment of a debt. This incident was used 
to claim that he was thrown in by strikers. This man 
finally confessed that he jumped in to avoid a debt. A 
further claim that this strike is a Nazi plot is of course 
ridiculous: some union officers are Jews and anti-fascists. 

Our aim is to protect not only the welfare of the em- 
ployees but the patients as well. We have the interest of 
the patient in mind at all times. A satisfied employee 
means improved service to the patient. 

We have aroused all liberty-loving residents of the com- 
munity surrounding the Jewish Hospital, but this is not 
enough. The disgrace brought upon the Jewish people 
by the action of the Jewish Hospital authorities can only 
be wiped out by forcing the Hospital to recognize the 
workers’ right of collective bargaining. 

The Hospital must be flooded with protests from Jewish 
organizations and individuals. This must be done at once. 

Jewish people are known for their ak for 
the oppressed, and the strikers of the Jewish Hospital know 
they can depend upon the support of the Jewish public and 
sympathizers in New York City. A victory for the workers 
of the Jewish Hospital is a victory for the community 
against the fascist tendencies of the Hospital Administra- 
tion. 

FRED GARDNER, President, 
Hospital Employees’ Union of 
Greater New York, Local 171. 
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A REINTERPRETATION 


SENSE of fairness prompts me to disturb the com- 

monly inviolate finality of a reviewer's verdict in or- 
der to call attention to some erroneous impressions left by 
Milton Steinberg’s review of Dr. Solomon Goldman's lat- 
est book, “The Jew and the Universe,” in the February, 
1937 number. 

In his attempt to state neatly the main thesis of the 
book, the reviewer has consciously or unconsciously lapsed 
into a schematic over-simplification of its content to the 
point of actual misstatement and disregard of fact. 

Thus, the review gives the impression that according to 
Dr. Goldman “reason whether empirical or rationalistic has 
been a total failure.” Such a statement brands Dr. 
Goldman as an anti-rationalist. But the fact is that no- 
where in the book is there any such statement to be found 
or for that matter any other utterance to this effect. On 
the contrary, in the very preface the position of the author 
is stated in quite clear and unambiguous terms: 

“It is my conviction that in the prolonged search success 
will crown only the labors of those who will recognize and 
welcome intuition as the legitimate helpmate of Reason 
and who will weigh the offspring of in the scales of 
experimentation.” 

In the light of so clear a statement of the author's posi- 
tion, a position which is consistently maintained through- 
out the book, one is amazed at Rabbi Steinberg’s insistence 
that Dr. Goidman attempts to prove in his book “that the 
intuitive approach (to the universe) is the better and 
wiser” or that “all truth must ultimately be derived from 
intuition.” Dr. Goldman attempts nothing of the sort. 
“The truth is (I find Dr. Goldman repeating for the tenth 
time) man cannot live by reason alone, even though he 
cannot get very far without it. He evidently needs must 
limp on both intuition and reason.” 

Even more incomprehensible is Rabbi Steinberg’s varied 
and ingenious technique whereby he appropriates Dr. 
Goldman's own words and hurls them back at him with 
interrogative incredulity bespeaking the dumbfounded 
critic. For example: ‘Does Dr. Goldman believe that there 
is something in the Jewish bloodstream which makes Jews 
intuitionists rather than rationalists. He denies that pro- 
position explicitly and yet hints at it in a passing phrase in 
which he speaks of Bergson and Samuel Alexander as pos- 
sessing of Judaism ‘only what the bloodstream can carry’.” 

But exactly how does Dr. Goldman hint at it. This is 
what he says, speaking of the two above-mentioned philo- 
phers: “It is undoubtedly out of the way to credit their in- 
tuitionism to their bloodstream.” 


And here is another expression of amazement on the 
part of the baffled critic: “And is it so certain that Jews are 
completely intuitionists while Greeks are predominantly 
fationalists.” But thus having aroused the reader against 
such an unwarranted sharp demarcation which Dr. Gold- 
man assumingly contends—the reviewer reassuringly adds: 
“Dr. Goldman admits explicitly that some ancient Greeks 
have been intuitionists and that some Jews have been 
rationalists.” Then why arouse the reader so needlessly in 
the first place? Rabbi Steinberg fortifies his position by 
clinching his argument with another interrogative finale: 
“But if there be this overlapping, why this passion to in- 
sist that the overlapping is illegitimate ?”’ This is all well, 
except that Dr. Goldman nowhere insists that the overlap- 
ping is illegitimate. In fact, Dr. Goldman quite cogently 
and convincingly states the rationale of such overlapping 
and supplies most of the arguments used by the reviewer in 
building up his own impregnable position. 

To quote but a few of Dr. Goldman's remarks bearing 
on the subject of overlapping: “The demarcation between 


= faculty and reason has been too wide and too 
“Life, as it presents itself to man as he lives it, ts con- 
tradictory, baffling, illogical. Therefore the Bible and Tal- 
mud, concerned with rich living values, are as full of con- 
tradictions as they.are free from dogmas. Are, then, the 
Bible and the Talmud devoid of reason and intellectuality ? 
Decidedly not! No more than the Greeks were deficient 
in the fruits of intuition. The differences among peoples 
are not so radical. Human beings are human beings every- 
where, and the universe to which they react, is, despite its 
multiformity, nonetheless the same. What differentiates 
one people from another is not kind or essence but pre- 
sentation and emphasis. There were not wanting men in 
Greece who ‘felt’ the universe as much as they reasoned 
about it. Plato himself never quite escaped the conflict 
between logic and intuition. Even so in the Bible and 
Talmud there is no want of reason and intellectuality.” 


“These two approaches to the universe, which are, in the 
final analysis, no more than two aspects of the human 
mind, nevertheless differentiate one of these peoples from 
the other. It is of course natural, since these approaches 
are only two aspects of the mind, that we should find the 
rationalist among the Jews and the intuitivist among the 
Greeks. The pure rationalist, however, who stakes all on 
reason is among Jews a ‘rare avis’ indeed.” 


Yet all these explicit reservations of Dr. Goldman do 
not prevent Milton Steinberg from summarizing his review 
in the following manner: “He has prepared tidy Procrus- 
tean beds, one for the Jew, the intuitionist bed, and one 
for the Hellenic tradition, the rationalist bed. Into these 
logically ordered beds he tries to cram the two traditions. 
Unfortunately for all his efforts, limbs and bedclothes alike 
pour over the edges.” 


The total impression one gets of the review is that the 
reviewer has knocked down a straw man of his own mak- 
ing. Dr. Goldman's book is neither an attack on reason 
nor a plea for the superiority of intuition. It is rather an 
expression of indignation against the supercilious arrogance 
of the occidental and the slavish deference of Jews. 


“It is difficult,” Dr. Goldman says, “for the occidental 
nourished on the syllogism to allow that there are either 
elements of reason, or appreciable intelligence in any other 
scheme of thought than his own. Any view of the uni- 
verse which cannot be stated in major and minor premises, 
he regards as irrational, uncivilized, oriental. There is al- 
ways the supposition that European philosophers, with 
their air-tight systems, have actually gone far in their com- 
prehension of the universe. Theré is the arrogant innuen- 
do that the Kants and the Hegels were in the possession of 
truths unknown to Chinese, Hindoo or Jewish teachers. 
As a matter of fact, there is nothing more in this assump- 
tion than local superciliousness.” 

“The general impression that European philosophy re- 
‘ig solidly on reason is a deception evidently maintained 

y some sort of philospohers’ agreement.” 

“It is puzzling how the fiction found such ready accept- 

ance. Philosophy no less than religion, reason no less than 
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intuition, takes for granted just that for which the heart 
craves proof. There was never a dogma more false or ar- 
rogant than Hegel's belief that he could solve all the prob- 
lems of reality with logic alone.” 

“Does not the whole system of Spinoza presuppose firm- 
ly imbedded convictions, mercurial sensation, gnawing ap- 
petites that will not be denied? Is it from Geometry per 
se that he has drawn the sweet, passionate love that per- 
vades the Ethics?” 
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If Dr. Goldman did not get much encouragement from 
our reviewer in his valiant attempt to establish the validity 
of his people’s — to life on par with that held by 
the Western world, he must have derived more than pass- 
ing satisfaction from Bertrand Russell's essay, “Philoso- 
phy’s Ulterior Motives” in Aslantic Monthly of February, 
1937. This essay echoes faithfully the very words of Dr. 
Goldman in appraisal of modern European philosophy. 

A. H. FRIEDLAND 
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Il. ERETZ ISRAEL 
® by Daniel Fineman 


N MONDAY, March 22, 1937, the sound of the 
holy Shofar (the ancient Jewish ritual horn) rever- 
berated in all the synagogues of Palestine. The ceremony 
was performed by proclamation of the Chief Rabbinate, 
who had set aside that black Monday as a special day of 
mourning—of chanting psalms, s/ibot (penitenial prayers), 
and gzerot (dirges commemorating those who died for the 
sake of the cause). These moving services were conducted 
as tribute to the recent dead, to the new martyrs in Eretz 
Israel. For rioting has resurged. Again bombs are ex- 
ploding throughout the countryside, and rifleshots crack al- 
most as frequently as during the April-October outbreaks 
of 1936. Once more vandals are uprooting trees and their 
conferes are returning to highway robbery. In both Tiber- 
ias and Jerusalem, where the Arab press conducted inflam- 
matory campaigns of hatred and incited readers to violence, 
several Jews were severely wounded. Safed is virtually un- 
der the rule of gangsters who, on March 11, subjected the 
Jewish section to an hour's bombardment while the police 
and military stood by without returning fire. In that town 
terrorists established boundaries between the Jewish and 
Arab sections which cannot be crossed without the permis- 


sion of an Arab committee that levies “‘duties” on all pass- 
ing merchandise. 

Brutality of conduct among Arab patrioteering circles is 
on the increase. Among the new outrages that have stirred 
the Yishuv, are six murders following each other in rapid 
In all of these in- 


succession between March 12 and 16. 





preceting Ge p aed 


stances the circumstances attending the crime were unusual- 
ly barbarous. At Kfar Hahoresh, for instance, two Jewish 
herdsmen placidly pastured the flocks of their settlement. 
They were both Polish Jews, Hanoch Metz and Shlomo 
Gafni, twenty-one and twenty-eight respectively, recently 
come to Palestine. Suddenly, in broad daylight, a gang 
brandishing knives attacked them, stabbed and strangl 
them to death, and ran off with the 320 sheep and 70 
goats. Only when the shepherds failed to return toward 
dark did Hahoresh colonists find out the grisly end of their 
fellow-workers. A British airplane tried to locate traces of 
the robber-band. Finally, eight goats were recovered. But 
the murderers, of course, were not detected. The very next 
night Arabs concealed in the growth beside a pitch black 
road in Galilee lay in wait for three Yavniel cooperative 
members who, earlier in the evening, had passed on their 
way to a party in a nearby colony. When the trio, Gedal- 
yahu Geller, Zalman Bensasson and Yehuda Eliavitch, came 
into view, the snipers coolly fired. ‘Lnis time their shots 
brought out help. But Jewish comrades came too late. 
Gedalyahu, Zalman and Yehuda were dead. And two days 
later, Arab gunmen in ambush added to their mounting toll 
by killing outright twenty-seven year old Shmuel Gottfried 
as he stood, all unsuspectingly, on the threshold of his 
home in Rosh Pina at twilight. 

But the brutality of these murders was exceeded in enor- 
mity by two others. The first of these ghastly crimes took 
lace in Beisan, a completely Arab town. The village 

asted only one Jewish inhabitant, a physician, Dr. Lehrs, 
a recent German immigrant. During the height of the 
riots, he had taken his wife away and returned to Beisan 
only when Arab elders of the village followed him to 
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Haifa and importuned him to come back and care for their 
sick. They all “guaranteed” his safety. Devotion to his 
profession and trust in the Arabs’ pledge soon made him 
pay with his life. For early in March, one midnight, the 
insistent ringing of his bell woke him from out of a sound 
sleep. Thinking it a villager come to call him to a patient 
in need of his help, he responded at once. But no sooner 
did he open the door than an Arab murderer shot him 
down in cold blood, and then bolted, leaving the body 
sprawling inside the house, so that none might come and 
succor the dying doctor. An Arab policeman, who could 
not satisfactorily account for much ammunition in his pos- 
session, and who had spoken against the Jewish physician, 
was taken into custody. But Dr. Lehrs, the sole Jew in 
Beisan, can now no longer heal any more Arabs. Quite as 
ghastly is the frightful killing of another refugee from 
Hitlerland. Hayim Bruck, twenty-three years old, had 
come to Palestine only a year ago. Soon after his arrival, 
he became a member of the Hugim kvutza in Shata (East- 
ern Emek). Of late, he had come nightly to Tel Amal 
(where only a few months ago they built barbed wire 
fences and a watch tower) to help the new settlers guard 
their recently-founded settlement. Evidently Arabs in the 
vicinity knew that Bruk came and went daily. And on the 
1ith of Adar—the day when Joseph Trumpeldor fell 
seventeen years ago in the heroic defense of Tel Hai— 
Arabs determined that Bruk should come to Tel Amal no 
more. As he started homeward to Shata that morning, 
Arabs fired at his back from a distance of seven yards. 
They aimed well. Hayim Bruk fell. But none heard, 
mone came to help. For several hours he lay wounded, 
with a bullet imbedded in his spinal column, dying, help- 
less in the field, under the open sky. During his horrible 
agony, the young man summoned strength to get out his 
notebook and to write these words, his last testament: 
“Arabs shot me from ambush. . .Comrades, it is terrible to 
die so young. . .Inhuman pains. . .Lomrades, why don’t 
you come?. . .The Arab had a new English rifle. Farewell 
to all friends. I can’t go on any more. Everything is for 
our liberty.” 


How much longer will the authorities condone these 
massacres? While Davar bitterly questions “How many 
victims does the government require before taking decisive 
action to crush murder throughout the country?”, and 
while the Jewish Agency definitely demands “‘a radical 
change in the administration” which tolerates violence and 
bloodshed—there lodges no doubt in the mind of the 
Yishuv that lawlessness prevails because bandits firmly be- 
lieve that the government winks at terrorism. What else 
can cut-throats think when the High Commissioner goes 
out of his way to show slayers that they will certainly not 
lose their own lives, come what may. . .Recently, upon re- 
turning from a vacation (and perhaps a private political 
parley), he immediately commuted the death sentences of 
six Arabs convicted for crimes during the disturbances. By 
this act, Sir Arthur Wauchope created the anomaly whereby 
in 1936,—when the country ran rampant with crime and 
carnage,—none paid the death penalty for criminality, 
whereas in ordinary times Palestine has about twelve hang- 
ings a year. Besides, the British go on pretending that 
Jews as well as Arabs are shooting from ambush. Thus 
when 42 year old Yehuda Schneerson was shot in the back 
while out walking in the Old City of Jerusalem, police 
promptly searched for his assailant—among Jews praying 
at the Wailing Wall! And in Kfar Saba, police rammaged 
for supposedly hidden ammunition, not in neighboring 
Arab hideouts, but in Jewish houses and further aroused 
the community by scanning all Jewish cars which passed 
through the town. Authorities adopted the same tactics 
when Arabs threw stones at Jewish passers-by in Tiberias. 
At once the police got busy, arrested Jews and Arabs indis- 
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criminately, and immediately issued a press communique so 
worded as to make the assaulted Jews appear equally guilty 
with the assaulting Arabs. As though this species of “jus- 
tice” were not enough, British authorities clamped down a 
curfew, sentenced three Jews and two Arabs to stiff jail 
terms, and then hypocritically posed as pacifier trying to 
cope with two warring groups. The government next de- 
cided to close down A-Liwa, an Arabic journal which had 
extended congratulations to the Tiberias terrorists and had 
openly promised them help. But, in order to play “fair,” 
the British also stopped the presses of Haaretz, a Hebrew 
daily, whose only crime had been to protest bloodshed and 
to publish a plea that the Administration ‘defend us, our 
lives, and our homes, and our fields.” This official lump- 
ing together of an Arab paper which called for the spilling 
of biood, together with a Hebrew daily which merely cried 
out against continued violence, may be political expediency 
on the part of the English. But among Jews, the rank in- 
justice of the Government’s placing a Jewish protest against 
bloodshed in the same category with anti-Jewish propagan- 
da calculated to foment civil war is exciting widespread 
indignation. 

But these measures of arresting and sentencing and con- 
demning alike innocent Jew and aggressor Arab are as no- 
thing, compared to the advice which the District Commis- 
sioner of the North gave to the Tiberian Jew, Nisim Toli- 
diano. According to police testimony, Tolidiano the Jew, 
merely defended himself against attack when he threw 
stones during recent riots in Tiberias. However, the self- 
defense motive bore no validity in the eyes of the Commis- 
sioner, not at least when proffered by a Jew. “Nothing can 
justify stone-throwing,” pronounced the British official. 
“But what was I to do?” countered Tolidiano. “You 
should have hidden yourself,” replied the worthy dispenser 
of British justice. This “advice” naturally roused a storm 
of indignation in the Yishuv. Then taken up by old and 
young it soon became a topic for jeering witticism. The 
Davar Yurim satirical supplement prints: “LONDON 
(From a Special Correspondent): The wise recommenda- 
tion of the Palestine District Commissioner has created a 
profound impression here by reason both of its simplicity, 
and its ingenuity. It is expected to revolutionize British 
military tactics and budgetary policy from top to bottom. 
In the future, if England is attacked by an enemy—by land 
or by sea, from foreside or backside—England will be able 
to take the simplest of all measures: go into hiding. Hide 
the army, hide the navy, the cannons and the tanks. As a 
matter of fact, all England (which fortunately is situated 
upon an island) can submerge under the sea until the 
storm blows over. . .” 


The British pursue these pitiful tactics ostensibly, in an 
attempt to conciliate Arab nationalists. But Arab thugs 
will never be won over by any measure short of outright 
domination. And meanwhile the British remissness in 
dealing with lawlessness is steadily alienating the ordinary 
rank and file of Palestinian Arabs. Village after village 
protests terrorist blackmail, and the killing ef non-con- 
formers by these racketeering “heroes.” In the cities, like- 
wise, Arabs are becoming disgusted and impatient with 
brigandage. In Haifa, Arab shopkeepers complained to 
the police that during recent weeks, when rioting returned, 
there also was a corresponding sharp rise in robberies. 
Too, the municipal council of Tiberias, which comprises 
both Jews and Arabs, unanimously protested to the Gov- 
ernment against anti-Jewish outbreaks there. Even in 
Jaffa, the hatchery of Arab super-“Patriotism,” Arab mer- 
chants and businessmen have threatened to leave the city 
altogther unless the authorities stamp out terror. And 
many humble villagers of Beisan wept when they attended 
the funeral of the murdered Dr. Lehrs, the Jew who had 
come back to take care of them, only to meet his end at the 
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hand of one of their treacherous compatriots. Thus while 
authorities wink, and delay, and dicker with patrioteer gun- 
men, among Arabs. of various ranks there is slowly but 
surely rising a strong current of feeling against the hooli- 
gans ravaging Palestine. 

This growth of sentiment for the need of stamping out 
violence is forcing the government to take more strenuous 
measures for the safety of the population. Already the 
Administration has consented to the re-enlistment of 700 
Jewish supernumerary police in the Galilee. Under Jewish 
Agency pressure, the new self-defense corps, instead of be- 
ing confined to the borders of the Jewish settlements, as 
heretofore, may now patrol the field and chase attacking 
bands. Fifty ghaffirs watch in the Emek for lurking snip- 
ers and vandals. In Tel Aviv, also, 100 supernumeraries 
recruited last year (and subsequently dismissed in expecta- 
tion of an early peace!) have been readmitted into the 
regular police force. And a new troop consisting of 200 
Arabs and Britons, and 90 Jews guards the northern fron- 
tier against the importation of ammunition and armed 
gangs. 

The resurgence of terrorism has of course not halted the 
steady growth of Jewish colonization. In the very midst 
of the present disturbances two new kvutzot (coopera- 
tives), those of Ain Hahoresh and Massada, have been 
started. These settlements now extend the area of Jewish 
colonization in the Jordan valley on land purchased by the 
Keren Kayemet through the Arlosoroff Memorial Fund. 
And while halutzim there begin anew the pioneer’s strug- 
gle with the soil, hundreds of city workers, responding to a 
Histadrut call of “Back to the Land,” have dropped their 
tools and gone out to already estabtished colonies. These 
young men and women have volunteered to aid underman- 
ned Jewish citrus groves during the orange-picking season. 
This service they perform without a murmur of protest at 
relinquishing urban jobs which pay much higher wages. 
By now twelve thousand Jewish laborers work in the pri- 
vately-owned colonies and many more daily answer the 
Histadrut appeal for another thousand to join the back-to- 
the-soil muobialization. Already the citrus industry shows a 
marked improvement over 1936: shipments during the cur- 
rent season total 8,377,000 cases, an increase of 3,184,000 
over last year. 


Jewish agriculture benefits not only from increased man- 

wer but from improvements in credit facilities. Hence- 
orth, the Anglo-Palestine Bank, Ltd., will advance work- 
ing capital to fourteen Keren Hayesod cooperatives in the 
Ain Harod-Nahalal districts of the Emek. As a result, set- 
tlers will be able to purchase their requirements in cash at 
the beginning of the agricultural season (October-Novem- 
ber) and then repay the debt after the harvests materialize. 
Each settlement will receive a loan of $75,000, bearing 6 
percent interest against a pledge of produce guaranteed by 
the Tnuva Marketing Association. Other cooperative cen- 
ters are about to obtain water supply facilities. The Pales- 
tine Agricultural Settlement Association, Ltd., (whose 
$1,000,000 debenture was recently oversubscribed four 
and one-half times) will collaborate with the Engineering 
Corporation of Palestine in constructing a number of im- 
portant irrigation plants in various settlements which re- 
cently got Keren Hayesod loans. Similarly, Mekorot,—a 
new water company for the irrigation of the Kishon and 
Nahalal area, capitalized at $150,000 by the Keren Haye- 
sod, the Keren Kayemeth and Nir—promises to double op- 
portunities for a colonization of that area. 


Cities, too, hum with new activity. The Tel Aviv port 
already docks 1,200 tons of merchandise a day, or phic ow 
the quantity that can be handled at Haifa and two-thirds 
the amount that could be loaded at Jaffa. The Tel Aviv 
Argaz cooperative is rushing through an order of 300,000 
wooden cases for citrus fruit export, The same group re- 
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cently began work on the construction of several double- 
decker buses by means of whose enlarged capacity the city 
authorities hope partially to solve their ever increasing trat- 
fic problem. And Tel Avivians now hear a new street cry, 
“Quick Lunch,” chanted artistically by a novel group of 
street vendors. These hawkers include many Jewish artists, 
actors, and singers who, finding it difficult to eke out a liv- 
ing through their professions, banded together and ob- 
tained a concession to sell hot dogs to the public of the 
all-Jewish city. 


But buses and boxes, hot dogs and harbors are not the 
whole story of urban doings. To the south of Tel Aviv 
arises a new labor garden suburb, Kiryat Avoda (Work- 
town). Lying at the end of a fine road, Worktown already 
has 45 small houses and two large cooperative apartment 
buildings (with 30 dwellings each). Sixty-six houses and 
another large apartment house are still in process of con- 
struction. All in all the Housing Commission of the His- 
tadrut plans to erect 2,700 separate dwellings. For Jewish 
labor builds on a large scale. - 


‘The rise of Worktown, like all other Zionist effort, is 
envisioned as part of a larger whole. New agricultural set- 
tlements, new houses, self-defence, and refusal to be terror- 
izd by murder,—are all fragments of one unified program. 
This awareness of the underlying unity was given expres- 
sion by the worker S. Lovi of Ain Harod who said before 
the open grave of murdered Hayim Bruk: “I did not know 
you at all, yet it is for me you died, for me and for all those 
who stand here about you. The bullet that struck your 
body was aimed at us all. . .Your life, which was abruptly 
cut short, had meaning not only for yourself but for all... , 
Comrade; no longer shall we hear the elegist lament: in’ the . 
name of what and why do we die? Now we know why we 
are ready to die, today here and tomorrow elsewhere. The 
strength of murder is vain when pitted against the will to 
live and create as shown by a people which can call its own 
no other spot in the entire world.” 


ll. DIASPORA , 
@ by Abraham G. Duker 


BOZ JEDNOSCI NARODOWEJI (The Camp of 

National Unity), the new Polish fascist concoction of 
a tottering and uncertain regime is proceeding very cautious- 
ly in its organization. It thus far managed to attract all the 
elements which were previously back of the regime. It 
failed to gain any adherents among the peasants and 
workers. The moderate Endeks declared their willingness 
to join the new party under the condition that the Jews 
be deprived of civil rights. It is doubtful whether the 
government will do this officially. No attempts have been 
made thus far to abolish the trade unions or to close up 
completely the opposition press. The government does not 
as yet feel itself strong enough to force any issues, except 
the Jewish one, on which it feels perfectly free to act. No 
new laws have been promulgated, but the same policy of 
economic elimination is being continued on all fronts. It 
extends even to Catholics of Jewish descent, thus pointing 
the way to future legislation on a racial basis. 


While Polish butchers are demanding the abolition of 
the Shechitah restrictions which are ruining the meat in- 
dustry, the government cut the Jewish meat quota for the 
month of March to one half of the usual supply. The 
trials of Jews for insulting the Polish people will probably 
be less frequent in the near future if Minister of Justice 
Grabowski will act upon his own denunciation of this com- 
mon blackmail practice. Another act of justice was the 
sentence of a murderer of a Jew to fourteen months of 
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imprisonment. A leader of the Bund received a sentence 
of four months for an “inflammatory” speech on May first. 


The demands of Polish students fer ghetto seating and 
eventual elimination of the Jews from the universities con- 
tinued to be emphasized with the usual demonstrations and 
beatings which took place in all the universities and higher 
institutions of learning. The Jewish students are continu- 
ing their heroic fight. They remain on foot during the lec- 
tures rather than sit on the left side of the hall. They ac- 
cept no compromise. Fifty-four of them were dismissed 
from the University of Wilno because they refused to at- 
tend lectures under ghetto seating conditions. Their coun- 
ter-demonstrations in the form of hunger strikes were con- 
tinued. They are backed by many progressive Polish and 
Ukrainian students. 


The usual riots, bombings and desecration of synagogues 
and cemeteries took place in Sluck, Wilno, Warsaw, Os- 
trow, Minsk Mazowiecki, Kosow Lacki and in Sokolow 
Podolski. In the last mentioned place several hundred 
school children participated in the attacks against the Jews. 
The Passover season was inaugurated with the customary 
blood accusations against Jews in Radzin and Wilno. The 
folk custom of adorning villages with signs designed to 
keep Jews out, borrowed from Germany, is now adapted by 
the Endeks. Leaders of the Polish Socialist Party reiterated 
the expressions of readiness to defend the rights of the 
Jews in Poland and to help their national aspirations in 
Palestine. The Yiddish Scientific Institute is embarking on 
an ambitious plan of publication of a series of histories of 
Jewish communities in Poland. 


THE GRAVEST economic menace to the Jewry of Rou- 
mania is the present enforcement of a law of July 1934 
which called for the employment in all establishments of 
80% of Roumanian nationals. The law is now interpreted 
as referring to Roumanians in a racial sense. As a result 
many Jews are losing their jabs and many employees who 
refuse or cannot afford to obey this law are being heavily 
fined. The country was shocked when the dean of the 
University of Yassi was brutally knifed by Iron Guard stu- 
dents. Riots took place at the beginning of the month in 
Baku. The participants were freed. The Central Council 
of Roumanian Jewry appealed to the king to end the dis- 
criminations. The Greek orthodox priests were warned by 
the government to cease their anti-Semitic propaganda. 

THE NAZI government is now hastening the job of com- 
pleting the elimination of the Jews from the economic life 
of the country. It is now concentrating on the wealthier 
business elements. Leading bankers and insurance men are 
being deprived of their positions. More department stores 
are becoming “‘Aryanized.’”” The Nazis are not neglecting 
the poorer Jews. Many cities are forbidding Jewish mer- 
chants to enter the local cattle markets. The Nazi Physi- 
cians’ Association forbid its members to attend scientific 
sessions in which Jews are participants. The Jewish com- 
munity is facing a great deal of internal difficulties because 
of a recent law which prohibits converted Jews from be- 
longing to any permet Aryan organization and thus is 
forcing them to join the Jewish Kulturbund. Streicher is 
continuing his contributions to Jewish history. This time 
one of his scholarly lackeys proved that Jesus was an Aryan 
anti-Semite who was killed by the Jews in his attempt to 
free the world from the rule of Jerusalem, then the capital 
of finance of the Roman Empire. 


MUSSOLINTI'S visit to Libya was preceded by a manifesto 
of the local administration in which it greeted the Arab re- 
volution in Palestine against England and Zionism. The 
Duce declared himself as the protector of Islam, a direct 
challenge to Great Britain. He also promised protection 
to the Jews of Tripoli during his visit there. The Regime 
Fascista congratulated Poland on her new fascist party and 
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her anti-Jewish policy. The official Italian news agency 
Oriente circulated a report about the Washington Confer- 
ence for Palestine, which described it as a meeting of the 
Elders of Zion who gave orders to Roosevelt, among other 
things for the purpose of fostering Trotskyism. Chancellor 
Schuschnigg of Austria was present at a meeting against 
anti-Semitism called by the European Association at Vienna 
at which Count Coudenhove Calerghi attacked Hitler. 
This is a proof that Austria is continuing her policy of re- 
sistance to Nazi tutelage. The Portuguese government has 
forbidden the construction of synagogues in the villages 
populated by Marranos, who are returning openly to Juda- 
ism, after an enforced conversion of more than four hun- 
dred years. It also closed immigration to East European 
Jews. The influence of Franco is thus seen very clearly. 
The official organ of the Catholic church of Lithuania came 
out with a demand of a 7% quota for Jews in the universi- 
ties. This is diametrically opposed to the present pro-Jew- 
ish policy of the government. 


THE RECENT victory of the Labor Party in the munic- 
= elections in London was combined with the numerical 
efeat and financial debacle of the Fascists. Mosley, how- 
ever, managed to get a relatively great number of votes in 
some districts. In North East Lethnal Green his candidate 
obtained 23% of the votes, thus running ahead of the con- 
servative candidate. The Conservative party now is ser- 
iously afraid of the spread of Fascism which might weaken 
its own ranks. 


THE RECENTLY granted autonomy rights to Carpato- 
Ruthenia, the extreme Eastern part of Czechoslovakia, is 
bound to affect the conditions of the Jewish population of 
that region. The Czech government has given the local Jews 
national minority rights and has declared its intention to 
support the Hebrew schools and Jewish social institutions. 
There was even a discussion of the recognition of Hebrew 
as one of the official languages. It is hoped that the Ruth- 
enian intelligentsia, the real future rulers af the region, 
will follow the progressive policies of the central govern- 
ment. A special fund was established by the republic of. 
Castienddeiicie for the purpose of preserving the ancient 
Jewish cemeteries and synagogues as objects of historical 
value. 


It is hoped that a relatively kosher Passover will be en- 
joyed by the Jews in the Soviet Union. The state bakeries 
were opened in several cities for the baking of matzos un- 
der the supervision of Rabbis. Passover whiskey too is 
available at government stores. 


THE LA GUARDIA-NAZI exchange of compliments 
ceased temporarily with New York’s mayor easily winning 
the last round. The anti-Nazi demonstration held at Madi- 
son Square Garden on March 15th under the auspices of the 
American Jewish Congress and the Jewish Labor Commit- 
tee with John L. Lewis of the C. I. O. as the main attrac- 
tion was a success. Swastikas appeared on synagogue 
buildings in New York, Brooklyn and Jersey City, as a 
counter-demonstration. The strike at the Brooklyn Jewish 
Hospital was pointed out in Streicher’s Voelkischer Boeb- 
achter as an example of industrial conditions under a de- 
mocracy. The Jewish “protective” organizations have thus 
far refrained from taking action on a case which reflects so 
badly on the community. The Jewish cloakmakers in New 
York City worked four hours on Saturday, March 13th for 
the benefit of the Polish Jews. The orthodox rabbinate at- 
tacked this desecration of the Sabbath on the part of the 
workers, but failed to accuse the employers of the same sin. 
The Jewish Agricultural Society reported the presence and 
relative prosperity of 100,000 Jewish farmers in the United 
States. The closing of some Bermuda hotels to Jewish 
guests in times of prosperity is a verification of an old 
historical fact. 
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College Students! 


AVUKAH 
ANNOUNCES 


Palestine 
Work - Fellowships 
e 


Winners of award to receive 
year’s stay in Palestine to study 
conditions. 


To Work in Kvutzot. .. . 


Special arrangements made. for 
the fellows’ intensive study of 
the land and its developments 
and for first-hand knowledge of 
life in a Kvutza. wane 


@ 
COMPETITION NOW OPEN 
FOR 3rd ANNUAL AWARD 

@ 

Advisory Committee on Awards 


PROF. SALO W. BARON 
Columbia University 


PROF. ALBERT EINSTEIN 
Institute for Advanced Study 


PROF. FELIX FRANKFURTER 
Harvard University 


PROF. ISAAC HUSIK 
University of Pennsylvania 


PROF. KURT LEWIN ; 
State University of lowa City 


PROF. EDUARD C. LINDEMANN 
New York School of Social Work 


PROF. SELIG PERLMAN 
University of Wisconsin 


PROF. EDWARD SAPIR 
Yale University 


PROF. H. A. WOLFSON 
Harvard University 


PROF. W. H. WORRELL 
University of Michigan 


For Applications Write to 


AVUKAH 
111 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. C. 








29 


LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 





Labor Zionist Summer School 

The League for Labor Palestine and 
the Hechalutz Organization of Amer- 
ica are sponsoring a summer school 
which will be held on the Hechalutz 
farm in Cream Ridge, N. J., from 
the 5th to the 25th of July. A de- 
tailed program of lectures and sem- 
inars will be announced in the near 
future. 


A New Hebrew Chapter 

A new Hebrew chapter of the 
League was organized in the Bronx 
under the leadership of Mrs. Judah 
Wattenberg. Twenty-five were pres- 
ent at the gathering which took place 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Watten- 
berg. This is the fifth Hebrew speak- 
ing chapter in Greater New York. 


League Chapters in 
Greater New York 

Dr. Solomon Zemach addressed the 
Brooklyn and the Abraham Lincoln 
High School chapters at meetings in 
March. The Brooklyn chapter, under 


the leadership of Mr. Harry A. Harri- 


son, is making final preparations for 
the annual Geverkshaften Campaign 
luncheon, which will be held April 
11th at the Broklyn Jewish Center. 
This affair promises to be the most 
outstanding event of the season for 
the Brooklyn chapter.... The Man- 
hattan-Bronx Hebrew speaking group 
held a meeting on March 28th, with 
Mr. M. Feinstein as guest speaker. 
Mr. Feinstein lectured on Vigdor Ha- 
meiri. Mr. Joseph Boxenbaum was 
chairman of the meeting. 


Regional Conference in Cincinnati 

Rabbi Samuel Wohl, chairman of 
the National Council, is calling a re- 
gional conference of the representa- 
tives of the League chapters and of 
other organizations of Cincinnati and 
neighboring communities. This con- 
ference will be held on Sunday, April 
18th, in Cincinnati. 


New Chapter in Pittsburgh 

A new League chapter was formed 
in Pittsburgh last month. Miss Mir- 
iam Ephraim, Director of Activities 
of the Y.M. & Y.W.H.A. who was 
instrumental in the formation of the 
chapter, was elected temporary chair- 
man, and Mrs. Max Kleckner was 
elected secretary. 


Ottawa 

Friends of the League in Ottawa 
have been organized into a chapter. 
Dr. Alexander S. Kohanski, who tour- 
ed through several northern commun- 
ities, was the guest speaker at the 
formal installation of this chapter. 
Dr. Harry Dover was elected chairman 
and Dr. M. H. Aroni, who was in- 
strumental in bringing the group to- 





gether, was elected secretary. Other 
active members of the group are Mr. 
Max Baylin, Mr. L. Zilberg, Mr. Fe- 
lix Finestone and Mr. E. M. Lerner. 
Joseph Baratz on the West Coast 

Mr. Joseph Baratz, Histadrut delegate 
who was touring the West coast in 
the interests of the Geverkshaften 
Campaign, paid a visit to Seattle, 
Washington and Portland, Oregon, 
where he addressed the League chap- 
ters at their joint meeting organized 
by the leading members of the res- 
pegs groups. Mr. and Miss Wini- 
off of the Seattle group report an 
interesting program of activities. 


Membership Drive in 
Greater New York 

Representatives of all chapters of 
Greater New York held a yi 
meeting at the Hotel Pennsylvania 
and worked out plans for a member- 
ship drive in Greater New York. Com- 
mittees of two have been appointed to 
the various sections in the Metropol- 
itan area for the formation of new 
chapters. Plans have also been made 
to obtain sustaining members, and to 
increase the membership enrollment 
in the existing chapters. 
Chicago 

The Chicago council has organized 
a series of lectures on “Problems Con- 
fronting the World Zionist Congress”. 
It will begin on Sunday, April 18th, 
and continue for a period of five 
weeks. Dr. Solomon Zemach will 
open this series with a lecture on “The 
Search for a Jewish Home”. Other 
topics included in the series are: “Jew- 
ish survival in the Diaspora”, ‘Trends 
in Present-Day Zionism”, ‘Currents 
in American Jewish Life”, and ‘‘Jew- 
ish Youth and the Changing Social 
Order”. Mr. Rappaport is Chairman 
of the committee of the lecture series. 


Dr. Zemach's Tour 

Dr. Solomon Zemach, Histadrut 
delegate, is continuing his tour through 
several cities in the Mid-Western and 
northern regions. In the month of 
April, he will visit Cincinnati, Louis- 
ville, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Milwau- 
kee, Chicago, Toronto, Buffalo, 
Rochester, and Ottawa. Early in 
May, Dr. Zemach will spend a few 
days in Montreal, Canada; and in Al- 
bany, N. Y. Last week Dr. Zemach 
visited Baltimore where he laid the 
foundation for a new League chapter. 


Shekel Campaign 

The League chapters will partici- 
_ in the Convention of the Labor 

ionist Front, which will be held on 
April 10th and 11th in New York 
City. The League has joined all the 
other Labor Zionist organizations in 
issuing a call to all friends and sym- 
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pathizers of the Histadrut, to take an 
active in the coming Shekel Cam- 

ign for the 20th Zionist Congress. 
The League urges all its members, 
friends and sympathizers to vote for 
the Labor Zionist ticket in the World 
Zionist Congress. Those chapters who 
have not yet elected delegates to the 
convention of the Labor Front are 
requested to do so immediately. 
Queens 

Mr. Hayim Greenberg was the 
guest speaker at a joint meeting of 
the Sunnyside Chapter of the League 
and the local Hadassah. Mr. Harry 
Frankel, Chairman, reports an increase 
in membership. 
Philadelphia 

Dr. Enzo Sereni, who has just re- 
turned from the West Coast, will ad- 
dress the monthly forum of the League 
in Philadelphia on Monday evening, 
April 5th. He will speak on “Pales- 
tine and International Politics’. 


Social Workers Chapter 

Two hundred and fifty people at- 
tended the Symposium on “Is Jewish 
Unity Possible?” which was sponsored 
by the Social Workers’ Chapter of 
New York. Mr. Joseph Kleiman, 
Chairman of the chapter, reports pro- 
gress in raising the quota for the 
Geverkshaften Campaign. 
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PASSOVER MEALS WILL BE SERVED 
2270 Broadway, 81-82nd St., N. Y. C. 








New IRVINGTON 
HOTEL 
Dietary Laws Observed 


Madison Avenue at 9th Street 
LAKEWOOD, N. J. 


“The Gem of Lakewood” 


Telephone Lakewood 271-1042 
B. Levin - H. Abel 
Management 

















Solving That Gift Problem! 
ARTISTIC HAND MADE 
METAL CRAFTS 


Bowls, Ash-trays, Jewelry, Wall- 
plaques, Book-ends—ct most rea- 
sonable prices 


AESTHETIC GIFTS FOR 
FOLES THAT CARE 
116 East llth Street 
{Opposite Webster Hall) 
New York City 
Write for information or Phone 
GR. 7-0264 
Studio visits by appointment 








GROUP OF AMERICAN 
INVESTORS IN PALESTINE OR- 
GANIZE ONE CENTRAL 
COMPANY FOR MIDDLE CLASS 
AND WORKERS COLONIZATION 
IN PALESTINE 


T A_ general meeting held 

at the Hotel 
for the purpose of organizing 
into one unit all American investors 
in Palestine, it was officially reported 
that about 610 American families have 
invested a sum total of about two and 
one-half million dollars in orange 
groves in Palestine. The report was 
made by Dr. M. L. Rosoff, president 
of “Reim™ association and also or- 
ganizer of the colonies Gan Rashal and 
Ganei Hadar. Representatives of 
other Palestinian investment compan- 
ies such as N. Y. Achooza Aleph, 
which established the colonies Raan- 
anah and Gan Yavneh; Heiruth 
Groups — Aleph, Beth and Gimel; 
National Workers Alliance; Poale 
Zion-Zeire Zion and ‘“Yakhin’’—the 
agricultural contracting cooperative as- 
sociation, participated in this meeting 
and agreed to combine their efforts to 
become a vital part in this new enter- 
prise. Among the speakers were Mr. 
E. Kaplan, secretary-treasurer of the 
Jewish Agency, who promised the co- 
operation of the Agency, Dr. M. L. 
Rosoff, Mr. Abraham Dickenstein, 
American representative for “Yakhin™ 
and Mr. Berman, president of the 
N. Y. Achooza Aleph. All stressed 
the urgency of such a move on the 
part of American investors in order 
to intensify as well as aid the coloni- 
zation of middle class and workers in 
Palestine. 








BEAUTIFUL 
Selection of 
PALESTINE ART 
Novelties and Jewelry 
Also Full Line of Food Products 
PALESTINE IMPORTING CO. 
32 UNION SQUARE 
Phone: ST. 9-0492 Visit Our Showroom 











ALL MAKES OF REBUILT 


TYPEWRITER 


—GUARANTEED LIKE NEW— 


SOLD 1:53 >: MONTH 


We Alse Rent, Trade 
REPAIR 


AND 


OVERHAUL 
TYPEWRITER 


* STA COMPANY 


ROBERT C. GOLDBLATT, Manager 
189 W. MADISON ST. 


PHONE DEARBORN 8444 &%, f° 


*Ribbons ead supplies for all typewriters* 


CHICAGO e« ILLINOIS 











Pennsylvania, 


JewisH FRONTIER 


JEWISH 


FRONTIER 
ANNIVERSARY 


DINNERS 


from coast 
to coast 


HAVE YOU MADE 
RESERVATIONS 
FOR YOURSELF 

AND YOUR FRIENDS? 


NEW YORK’S DINNER— 
A Grand Success on March 4th 


BOSTON 
June 6th 


HAYIM GREENBERG 


(Dr. Anna Mintz, 416 Marlborough, 
Boston, Mass.) 


DETROIT 


Postponed by request of 
Allied Jewish Campaign 
RABBI SOLOMON GOLDMAN 


(Mrs. Rebecca Sanders, 12342 Broadstreet, 
troit) 


TORONTO | 
May 9th 


HAYIM GREENBERG 


@r. S. B Hurwich, 455 Spadine Ave., 
oronto) 


CLEVELAND 


HAYIM GREENBERG 


(S. Garber, 806 Hippodrome Bldg., 
Cleveland) 


CHICAGO 
May 12th 


RABBI SOLOMON GOLDMAN 
HAYIM GREENBERG 
At Covenant Club 
(Jewish Frontier, 10 No. Clark St., Chicago) 


LOS ANGELES 


Date and Speakers 
to Be Announced 


(Mr. S. Abrams, 6125 W. 6th St., 
Los Angeles) 


APPLY FOR RESERVATIONS 
NOW AT HEADQUARTERS 
LOCAL OR NATIONAL 


JEWISH FRONTIER 
1225 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 


May 




















